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Coffee Mornings in church  2020 10am—12noon 
 
 

February 1st—Cubs & Beavers 
 

March 7th—Rainbows 
 

April 4th— Little Church & Junior Church 
 

May 2nd—Mothers’ Union 
 

June 6th—16th Brownies 
 

July 4th—Little Church & Junior Church 
 

August—No Coffee Morning 
 

September—No Coffee Morning 
 

October 3rd—Guides 
 

November 7th—37th Brownies 
 

December 12th—PCC—Decorating church for Christmas.  
Mulled wine & mince tarts. 

 

cafè@max 
 

From Monday 2nd December café@max will be open from 
 10.30am until 1pm. 

 
 

ACROSS: 8, Cross-examined. 9, Ash. 10, Apocrypha. 11, Sci-fi. 13, Typical. 16, Visited. 
19, Offer. 22, No account. 24, RAC. 25, Sovereign Lord.  
 

DOWN: 1, Oceans. 2, Hophni. 3, Islamist. 4, Exhort. 5, Omar. 6, On spec. 7, Add all. 12, 
CBI. 14, Plotting. 15, Awe. 16, Vanish. 17, Starve. 18, Daub it. 20, Furrow. 21, Recede. 
23, Cure. 
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St. Maxentius Church, Bradshaw, Bolton 

within the Turton Moorland Team Ministry. 
 
 

CLERGY:  
 
 Team Rector: Rev. Canon Peter Reiss Tel: Bolton 853854 
 Vicar: Rev. Jan Ainsworth Tel: Bolton 304240 
   
 
CHURCHWARDENS: 
 

  Joyce Armstrong Tel: Bolton 413055 
  Jan Bennett Tel: Bolton  244477 
   
DEPUTY WARDENS: 
 

  Bryan Goodall    David Haslam  
  Margaret Heaton    Tom Heaton   
  Tracy Lawton    Ruth Scorah  
  Don Taylor 
 
P.C.C. SECRETARY: 
 

  Carol Carr 
 
Sunday Services: 
 

  9.30am Family Communion 
  11.00am Holy Communion 
  (Occasional Services as announced) 
 
Little Church: 
 

  For 0-5 year olds in the Vestry during the 9.30am service 
 
Junior Church:  
 

  9.15am in the Scout Hut and transferring to Church to join 
  in the end of the service 
 
Holy Baptism: 
 

  Second Sunday in the month at 12.15pm after prior  
  arrangement through the Team Office—Tel: Bolton 303325 
  office hours are -Thursday & Friday 12pm—3pm  
  email: turtonteamoffice@gmail.com  
  (emails are checked regularly out of office hours) 
 
 

In case of sickness please notify the Clergy or Wardens  
without delay. 
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PARISH ORGANISATIONS 

 
16th Rainbows—Mandy Tidy         01204 307670
        or Emma Barlow       01706 228059 
 meet Tuesday 6pm—7pm in school—term time only.   
  
16th Brownies—Emma  Barlow       01706 228059 
 meet Thursday 6.30pm—8pm in school—term time only. 
 
37th Brownies—Nicola Waring      01204 306280 
 meet Monday 6.15pm—7.45pm in school, term time only. 
 
Guides–Tracey Hamer       01204 304325 
 meet Monday 7pm—9pm in the Stable, Term time only. 
 
Beavers—Alison Ackers       07596 715334 
 meet Thursday 6pm– 7pm in the Scout Hut. 
 
Cubs—Heather Colley       01204 435135
 meet Wednesday 7pm—8.30pm in the Scout Hut. 
 
Scouts—Craig Ackers       07912 320446 
 meet Friday 7.30pm—9.30pm in the Scout Hut.  
 
Junior Church— Andrew  Cox            07825 321451 
 meet 9.15am in the Scout Hut. 
 
TYC— Jo Haslam        07872 993104 
 meetings as announced                       Turtonyouthchurch@gmail.com 
 
Choir—Arthur Greaves        01204 527302 
 practice every Thursday 7pm in the Vestry. 
 
Mothers’ Union—Edna Bowers       01942  587409 
 meet second and fourth Tuesdays in the day School. 
 
Safeguarding Officer—Jan Bennett     01204 244477 
 
Day School—Head Teacher—Clare Bennett    01204 333106 
 
Flowers in church—Tracy Lawton           07803 208323 or 01204 595717 
 
Magazine Editor—Joyce Armstrong—joycea@hotmail.co.uk  01204 413055 
 
Church Website:         https://stmaxentiuschurch.co.uk 
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Dates for your Diary 2020 
 

Tuesday 25th February—7pm—Pancake Evening hosted by 
 Alison & Arthur at 437 Hough Fold Way. 

And of course there will be a bring & buy stall and a raffle! 
 
 

Friday 27th March— 6.30pm—Family Fun & Games Evening  
at Bradshaw Cricket Club —with a Quiz by Wendy & David & 

lot’s of children’s games. 
Hopefully a good family evening. 

 
 

Sunday 12th April—Easter Egg Raffle. 
Always exciting for the children  

 
 

Friday 15th May—Parish Dinner at Breightmet Golf Club 
(to be confirmed, or alternatively a date in July). 

 
 

Sunday 28th June—St Maxentius Day & BBQ. 
Let’s hope the weather is as good as it was last year. 

 
 

Tuesday 25th August— 7pm—M.U. Coffee Evening—hosted by 
Helena & Mike at 105 Bradshaw Meadows. 

And of course there will be a bring & buy stall and a raffle! 
 
 
 

Saturday 12th September—Safari Supper. 
If you haven’t been before do come and join us, we start and 

finish at Bryan’s 16 Turton Heights and it really is a 
fabulous evening. 

 
 

Sunday 11th October—Organ Recital (if repairs are completed!) 
 
 

Saturday 28th November—Christmas Fair. 
 
 

Sunday 20th December—Carol Service followed by Wine &   
Mince Tarts. 

 
 
Please out these dates in your diary and support us where you 
can, we hope there is something for everyone!! 
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Letter from the Vicar…  
 

Our aim is through worship, commitment and sharing, to bring others to a 
greater love and understanding of God.  

 
Dear friends 
 

Every month the Diocese of Manchester publishes a small magazine called 
Crux which showcases things that are happening in the diocese and tells sto-
ries of what God is doing in people’s lives. 
 

Crux is a good name: it has a number of meanings including  the central or 
pivotal point; essence: the crux of the matter which gives us the idea of 
something which really important – it’s where we get crucial from. Another 
meaning is a perplexing difficulty, something that has to be puzzled over.  So 
the editors might be looking for stories that get to the heart of the matter, or 
that give us pause for thought. 
 

And the third meaning is a cross, which links it firmly into the Christian story. 
 

(J K Rowling used a derivative in her Harry Potter books when she invented 
the horcrux, which is an object that contains part of a wizard’s soul… I’m not 
sure we can find too much of a connection with Christian symbolism there!) 
 

In February’s Crux there is an interesting article by Jamie Mackenzie about 
how we read the Bible. He talks about Dwelling in the Bible which is a method-
ology that encourages people to make a personal response to the passages 
being read. As well as discovering what the original context and meaning of a 
passage might have been this method also asks ‘what strikes you from this 
passage? Which words leap off the page for you?’ and uses the answers as a 
springboard for discussion. He says this has meant a great deal to him in his 
understanding and prayer and he recommends it to anyone. 
 

Ash Wednesday this year falls on 26 February, and you’ll find details of our 
services both here at St Max and across the Team. We have a service in the 
afternoon for Key Stage 2 children from St Max School, and you’re warmly 
invited to share with the children the beginning of Lent. We also have our usu-
al service with ashes at 7.30. 
 

In this issue of the magazine you’ll find details of our Lent Courses and where 
they are being held across the Team. All the churches are using the same ma-
terial this year, which has an ecological theme. #LiveLent is called ‘Care for 
God’s Creation’ and is available as a set of reflections for the 40 days of Lent 
as well as suggestions for group discussion. There’s a book for adults and a 
family book to involve children as well. 
 

We will be buying copies for you to take when you come to church (we’ll be 
asking for a donation towards the cost). That’s one way of keeping Lent. 
 

The Church of England is also sending email reflections each day in Lent, so 
you can sign up for that as well. It’s similar to Follow the Star and gives you 
something to think and pray about each day of Lent. 
 

In our group discussions we also use the method described by Jamie, and par-
ticipants have commented how much they get out of it when they really sit 
with a Bible passage and hear other people’s reactions. Look out for the de-
tails and if you can’t get to our sessions at St Max see if you could make one 
of the other church’s sessions. You may find it changes you! 
 

Every blessing, Jan 
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Our Team Rector writes……  400 
years ago the Mayflower sailed from 
Britain, to “America”,. Some of us at 
school learnt about the “Pilgrim Fa-
thers” (though there were 28 women 
out of the 102 passengers on board) 
but I wonder what version of events 
we remember. Were they religious 
“martyrs”, punished for their expres-
sion of the Christian faith, or were 
they awkward “fundamentalists”? 
They believed it right to sail to Amer-
ica and found a new colony, and they 
linked up with the London Company 
to do so.  
 

They took with them some food and 
animals and seeds, but the first win-
ter was harsh and they needed to 
learn from the native people how to 
survive. They also took cannons and 
guns and there was also conflict with 
the native people. 
 

Investment, faith and military power 
remain part of the American cocktail 
400 years later. But money, power 
and faith have always been inter-
twined in British history, and trade, 
power and faith are basic ingredients 
of the Old Testament story from 
Abraham on. Does God promise suc-
cess, and to whom? 
 

The 400th anniversary will ask ques-
tions of the current relationship be-
tween the US and Britain – in be-
tween there was the small matter of 
a Revolution of course. Many, many 
ships have sailed both ways since the 
Mayflower in 1620. The cotton mills 
of Lancashire have a particular con-
nection to the American Civil War – 
and chose to take the economic hit in 
their stand against slavery.  In the 
last 100 years or so, American sol-
diers have had a huge impact on the 
rest of the world; the history of the 
20th century would be very different if 
the Americans had not been militarily 
involved, or if they had not been eco-
nomically potent. Over those 400 
years America has become The Su-
perpower. How might we see the 
hand of God in this? 
 

The 400th anniversary should also 
allow us to ask fresh questions about 
God’s call and God’s promises. The 
United States claims to be not just 
Christian in heritage but led by God. 
“In God we trust” is their motto. Brit-
ain may be more secular now, but we 
too have claimed not just a Christian 
heritage but a special place in the 
world as a country led by God.  
 

The Old Testament tells the story of 
“Israel”, including the promise of 
Land and victory, but it also tells of 
defeat and exile. 400 years takes you 
from slavery in Egypt to King David’s 
triumphs, but also from King David to 
the destruction of the Temple and the 
kingdom by the Babylonians. The OT 
is not just a patriotic charter for “our” 
God, but a reflection on what God 
wants from us, and how we should 
live. 
 

The Old Testament is not a single 
book, but a collection of texts written 
over many centuries, by different 
people. Those different authors do 
not all share one view on how God 
acts and acted in history, but togeth-
er they explore this question, includ-
ing the crucial question of whether 
the people are living as God desires 
and requires.  
 

Through law-codes and in proverbs, 
in the challenges of the prophets and 
in the lessons from stories of the 
past, the different texts together ask 
us the very current questions, not 
just “Where is God today?“ but as 
importantly “How do we live for God 
today in our situation?”  
 

We may not be interested in the May-
flower, but I hope we are concerned 
to discern what God is asking of us, 
to ask “How do we live for God today 
in our situation?” We have a land 
flowing with milk and honey, or at 
least its modern equivalents; the Old 
Testament reminds us to be careful 
that we do not forget God when we 
have what we want around us.  
  

  Peter  
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Calendar  

 
Saturday 1st Coffee Morning 10am—12pm hosted by the  

Cubs & Beavers 
 

Sunday 2nd—Presentation of Christ in the Temple 
9.30am Family Communion 

11am Holy Communion (said) 
 

Monday 3rd and every Monday—café@max 10.30am—1pm  
 

Saturday 8th—TYC—7pm at  
 

Sunday 9th—Third Sunday before Lent 
10am Youth Service 
12.15pm Baptisms 

 
Tuesday 11th Mothers’ Union 7-30pm in school Holy Communion  

followed by A G M  
 

Sunday 16th—Third Sunday before Lent 
9.30am Family Communion 

11am Holy Communion (said) 
 

Thursday 20th Team Council  
 

Sunday 23rd— Sunday before Lent 
9.30am Family Communion 

11am Holy Communion (said) 
 

Tuesday 25th—7.30pm—Pancake Evening at Arthur & Alison’s 
 

Wednesday 26th Ash Wednesday 
1.30pm Key Stage 2 School Service 

7.30pm Communion with Ashing 
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Parish Registers 

Holy Baptism 
 

8th December   Abigail Elizabeth Grant 
 

29th December   Sadie Robyn Mitchell 
 

15th January  Eleanor and Harriet Hunter 
 
 
 

    ‘There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism’ 

 
Funerals 
 

19th December   Howard Payne, St Maxentius and 
        East Lancs Crematorium 
 
   Let perpetual light shine upon him’ 
 

From our Book of Remembrance 

1st Ronald Louvain Barker 

2nd Richard Adrian Daintith 

3rd Ellen Pilton 

5th Lily Fisher 

12th Nellie Cowsill 

 Thomas Henry Council 

20th Louie Greenhalgh 

21st Gordon Edmund Pollitt 

22nd Frank Rothwell 

26th Bertha Bennett 

 Ronald Veevers 

Book of Remembrance 
 

If you would like the name of a loved one to be included in the  
Book of Remembrance, please  have a word with one of the Wardens. 

 

Fabric Fund 
 

People may wish to give a donation to this fund in memory of a loved one or on 
the occasion of a baptism, marriage or some other special event to help with 

the upkeep of our beautiful Church building. 
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Turton Moorland Team Ministry 
Christ Church, Walmsley and St Andrew’s, Bromley Cross; 

St Anne’s, Turton and St James’, Edgworth;  
St Maxentius, Bradshaw; St Peter’s, Belmont    

 

Ash Wednesday Services  
26th February 2020 

 

Christ Church: 7.30pm,  
St Anne’s: 9.30am 

St Maxentius: 1.30pm and 7.30pm 

St Peter’s:  10.30am 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Team Lent Courses 
All churches are following the Church of England’s Lent Campaign for 

2020 

‘LiveLent – Care for God’s Creation’ 
 

 Christ Church: Thursday 5, 12, 19, 26 March, 2 April at 1pm   
 

 St Anne’s: Wednesday 4, 11, 18, 25 March, 1 April at 10.45am  
 
 St Maxentius: Monday 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 March at 7pm  
 
 St Peter’s: Thursday 5, 12, 19 and 26 March, 2 April at 7pm  
 

You are very welcome to join any of the 
Turton Moorland Team Churches 
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The New Year is a time for reflecting on the past and looking forward 
to the future, so I will start by thanking everyone and particularly the 
Committee for the support given to me and the Branch in 2019. Dur-
ing the Year we heard some interesting speakers and had two very 
enjoyable days out. 
 
Five members have decided not to renew their membership, but we 
remain one of the larger branches in the Diocese and will continue to 
work together in friendship to further the work of Mothers’ Union. 
 
Our first speaker in 2020 was Jo Haslam who spoke with great enthu-
siasm about her Christian journey and about her work as an ALM 
working with children and young people, guiding and encouraging 
them on their journey of faith. 
 

Diary  Dates 
 
Tues. Feb. 11th   In school 7-30 Communion followed by A G M  
Tues. Feb. 25th   Pancake Party at Arthur and Alison’s  
    437 Hough Fold Way 
 

 

. 
We pray for all our members.  

May God be with them, in every part  

of their lives, encouraging and leading them,   

sheltering and strengthening them so that   

they may work to your praise and glory.   

                            

Edna 
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Answers on page 24 

Across 
8 Interrogated (Acts 12:19) (5-8) 
9 ‘Burn it in a wood fire on the — 
heap’ (Leviticus 4:12) (3) 
10 Tobit, Judith, Baruch and the books of 
Esdras and the Maccabees are part of it (9) 
11 Science fiction (abbrev.) (3-2) 
13 Clay pit (anag.) (7) 
16 Went to (John 4:46) (7) 
19 ‘Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view 
of God’s mercy, to — your bodies as living 
sacrifices’ (Romans 12:1) (5) 
22 David’s plea to God concerning those 
referred to in 14 Down: ‘On — — let them 
escape’ (Psalm 56:7) (2,7) 
24 Royal Automobile Club (1,1,1)  
25 How the book of Ezekiel refers to God 
more than 200 times (Ezekiel 2:4) (9,4) 
 

Down 
1 Seas (Proverbs 8:24) (6) 
2 One of the sons of Eli the priest, killed in 
battle by the Philistines (1 Samuel 4:11) (6) 
3 Specialist in the study of the Muslim reli-
gion (8) 
4 ‘Do not rebuke an older man harshly, but 

— him as if he were your father’ (1 Timo-
thy 5:1) (6) 
5 One of Esau’s grandsons (Genesis 36:11) 
(4) 
6 Taking a chance (colloq.) (2,4) 
7 God’s instructions to the Israelites con-
cerning grain offerings: ‘ — salt to — your 
offerings’ (Leviticus 2:13) (3,3) 
12 Confederation of British Industry (1,1,1) 
14 ‘All day long they twist my words; they 
are always — to harm me’ (Psalm 56:5) (8) 
15 The crowd’s reaction to Jesus bringing 
back to life a widow’s son in Nain (Luke 
7:16) (3) 
16 Disappear (Psalm 104:35) (6) 
17 How Jeremiah was likely to die if he 
wasn’t rescued from the cistern where he 
was imprisoned (Jeremiah 38:9) (6) 
18 What the prophets do to a wall, with 
whitewash (Ezekiel 13:10, RSV) (4,2) 
20 Made by a plough (Job 39:10) (6) 
21 Noah was relieved when the flood wa-
ters continued to — (Genesis 8:5) (6) 
23 Jesus gave the Twelve the power and 
authority to do this to diseases (Luke 9:1) 
(4) 
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JOHN FRANCIS 
 

Menswear 
 

Clothes from the best English &  
Continental designers plus full Gents and Boys formal  
hire services for weddings and other social occasions. 

 

We believe this years collection is our finest ever Suits, jackets and 
waistcoats have all been carefully selected from Europe's best design-
ers. We have extensive ranges of black tie evening wear through to 
morning suits for weddings. All can be complimented with our own 

range of exclusive accessories. We are a family run business so  
consequently the level of service is personal and unrivalled.  

 

129/131 Lea Gate, 

Bradshaw, Bolton 

BL2 4BQ 
 

Tel/Fax:01204 305922 
 

email: admin@john-francis.com 
 

 
LOUISE RAMSAY 

M. Ch, S.R. Ch. 
 

STATE REGISTERED  
PODIATRIST 

 
11 Longsight, Harwood,  

Bolton BL2 3H 
 

T: 01204 308908 

 
 
 
 

Magazine  

deadline…..   
 

If you have anything you 

would like to put in the mag-

azine please make sure that 

I receive it by the 15th of 

the month for insertion in 

the following months maga-

zine.  

 

You can either speak to me 

at church or email it to—

joycea@hotmail.co.uk  

or give me a ring on 413055. 

 

Thank you,  
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St Maxentius Bonus Ball 
 
 

I am pleased to say we have been able to bank 
£1,900 for Church funds as well as paying out 
£1,800 in prize winnings during 2019. 
 
I would like to thank all those people who are in 
the scheme and wish to say to those who have 
not won yet “there is still time”. 
 
We still have some numbers not allocated so why not join. It costs £5 
per month and twice a week we pay £15 to those who have the Bo-
nus Ball number drawn on the National Lottery and at Christmas we 
pay £60. 
 
If you would like to join, please see me and we can get you started. 
 
Once again, on behalf of St Maxentius, THANK YOU. 
 

Bryan Goodall 

 
The Marvellous Monday Group!! 
 
This group have worked extremely hard & made a real difference to the church 
yard - sweeping up, clearing leaves, planting bulbs, power washing paths, tidy-
ing graves & making composting 
areas for leaves to name but a 
few.  
 

Now that the cafe is open they 
also appreciate having 'brew 
time'!  
 

Any additional volunteers would 
be very welcome,  just come down 
to church on Monday morning 
where will be a very warm wel-
come ! 

 
The team from l - r Andrew, Alan, Linda, Don & Mike.  
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Welcome to a new year (and new decade!) of Junior Church! 

I hope you enjoyed our Crib Ser-

vice and Christmas Eve. Thank 

you to all those parents and 

helpers who made this happen – 

and especially to the children 

who acted and read so well on 

the day.  

 

 

As is tradition our last session be-

fore Christmas is all about fun. The 

children played lots of party games 

and sat down to have snacks and 

pull some crackers – it was lovely to 

see everyone have such a good 

time. 

 

As we enter a new year, we will 

be learning about some of the Old 

Testament stories (Joseph in 

Egypt and Moses), as well as 

learn more about Epiphany.  

 

 

If you would like to know more about what we get up to at the Scout 
Hut, or if you were thinking of helping out, please let one of know. 
 

Your Junior Church team. 
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John GREEN—Ex NORWEB 
 

APPLIANCE REPAIRS 
 
 

Repairs to all makes of Washing Machines, 
Tumble Dryers & Dishwashers 

 

Tel: 01204 302768 or 07801 387122 

 
 
 
 
 

 

‘Your local community family owned and run funeral home’ 
It is a privilege to care for those dearly departed, and nothing comes more natural to 

us than caring for those that are bereaved.  
You can trust Mike Oglesby and his family to walk alongside you 

 

Offering all the services of a traditional and modern funeral directors, whilst  
ensuring complete transparency on funeral costs with our online estimate calculator. 
Doing our bit for the community, we also support and assist local initiatives within  

 
116a Darwen Road, Bromley Cross, BL7 9BQ  

01204 308 945 
www.oglesbysfuneraldirectors.co.uk 

http://www.oglesbysfuneraldirectors.co.uk
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FINESTYLE WINDOWS 
 

For Style and Elegance 
 

Bradshaw Brow, Bradshaw, Bolton BL2 3EZ 
Tel: 01204 592252   Fax: 01204 592330 

 

Established  1961 
 

Manufacturers and installers of High Quality UPVC 
Windows, Doors and  

Computer designed Conservatories. 
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Voice from the past, from our 

Magazine in 1910… 
 

Whit -Sunday, June 4th 1910—
We kept our Festival amid glori-
ous weather. The Festival, this 
year, fell almost as late as it can 
fall and the weather had been ex-
ceptionally fine, weather such as 
we used to call in the reign of 
Good Queen Victoria, “Queen’s 
weather”. The services were very 
bright. After the service at night, 
the choir followed on with a beau-
tiful musical service. Nearly all 
the newly confirmed came on to 
their first communion. There was 
a falling off in the number of 
communicants. This would be 
partly accounted for by the lovely 
weather and making it the oppor-
tunity for a holiday. 
We regret that there was a falling 
off in the amount given to the 
Choir holiday. (2020!!) We owe 
the choir so much and it must 
add to the pleasure of their day’s 
holiday to know that we appreci-
ate their services. 
 

The Coronation, June 22nd 
1910—The crowning of King 
George and all that attended it 
was singularly happy. The story 
of it in word and picture in the 
daily papers, must have been be-
yond any in history before. The 
vast multitudes of the King’s sub-
jects who could not be present 
and see the ceremony and what 
went before and followed it, were 
enabled the more to realize and 
enter into it all. A new blessing 
seems to have fallen on the coun-
try and empire, a spirit of unity 
and joy ,a stilling of party and 
spirit, a spirit of reverence and 
peace , a sense of the responsibil-
ity and joy of kingship and em-
pire. 

Our own observance, too was sin-
gularly happy. Throughout the 
day there was a sense of brother-
hood and joy in each other – a 
feeling of closeness and loyalty to 
the King and the Queen, fostered 
and strengthened, no doubt, by 
the meeting together  for united 
worship. We rejoiced with the 
King in his kingly joy – “The king 
shall rejoice in thy strength, O 
Lord; exceeding glad shall he be 
of thy salvation. Thou shalt set a 
crown of pure gold upon his head 
“. There was a good congregation 
and never a heartier and happier 
service. The service taken was 
the one recommended by the 
Archbishops, first the bidding to 
unite in prayer, then the Litany, 
and the special prayer for the 
King and Queen and for unity, 
then the reading of the account of 
the services and ceremonies at 
Westminster Abbey – most inter-
esting and full of beautiful mean-
ing. 
 

The procession was a fine sight 
with its banners and the 
“Britannia” and a long length  of 
girls carrying flower baskets and 
decorated waggons carrying the 
young children and some who 
couldn’t walk. 1,750 were count-
ed in procession at one point on 
the route. The assembly in the 
beautiful Hall Garden – tea in the 
different schools – the sports and 
the play and greetings and band 
and dancing in the field, and fi-
nally the fine bonfire and beauti-
ful fireworks will never be forgot-
ten. A rather heavy shower came 
about 8 o’clock, but we rather 
enjoyed it than otherwise. It led 
to the earlier lighting of the great 
bonfire, which was an advantage 
as it gave a longer time to linger 
about it and enjoy it. 
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Shrove Tuesday: Who’s for 
pancakes?       
Why do we have pancakes on 
Shrove Tuesday, or Pancake Day, 
as we call it today? And what is 
Shrove Tuesday? And why do 
thousands of people feel it re-
warding to race along a street 
somewhere tossing pancakes 
from their frying pans as they go? 
 

Well, the answer to the first ques-
tion is that it is the day before 
Lent begins and for well over a 
thousand years that has meant it 
was the last chance to enjoy 
meat, fat and other tasty dishes 
until Easter Day. The ‘Lent Fast’ 
was widely and strictly observed. 
The food in the larder wouldn’t 
keep for six weeks so it had to be 
eaten. With all these rich foods 
no wonder the French call it ‘Fatty 
Tuesday’ – Mardi Gras. 
 

So, what have pancake races got 
to do with all this solemnity? 
‘Shrove’ is an old word for 
‘forgiven’ and in those days to 
prepare for the rigours of Lent 
people would want to confess and 
seek forgiveness – not quite what 
you want at a party. The answer 
is quite simply enjoying yourself 
while you can! So, on Shrove 
Tuesday this year let’s have some 
fun and make it last as long as 
possible. 
 

The most convincing (and amus-
ing) of the explanations of pan-
cake races is of outwitting the 
Sexton who rang the curfew bell 
that marked the start of Lent. He 
was reluctant to do it while the 
race was unfinished. So, the rev-
elry caused by dropped pancakes, 
postponed the inevitable. 
Since the Reformation it has not 
been so rigorously observed in 

Britain, but still people will re-
solve to ‘give up something for 
Lent’. Six weeks is about right as 
a duration and Sunday has al-
ways been exempt but make the 
most of those pancakes. They 
may well not reappear until April 
12th! 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Yes it’s time for ... 

Pancakes 

 at  

Alison & Arthur’s 

437 Hough Fold Way 
 

 On Tuesday 25th  

February at 7pm 

Come and enjoy your pan-
cakes and a glass of wine 

whilst helping to raise money 
for church funds 

 

Tickets £5 (incl all the pan-
cakes you can eat & a glass of 

wine!) on sale now. 
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PATERSONS SOLICITORS 
 

 Husband and Wife Family Practice.  
 

 Specialists in Clinical Negligence,  

Personal Injury Litigation, Wills, Probate,  

Lasting Powers of Attorney 

 and Court of Protection. 

 

Glenfield House, 1 Longsight, 
Harwood, Bolton BL2 3HS 

 
 Please call Kay Hall-Paterson on 0800 0461 888  

to arrange an appointment or home visit  

or send an email to: khp@patersonssolicitors.com 

mailto:khp@patersonssolicitors.com
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ASH WEDNESDAY: mourn-
ing our sins  
 

Lent begins with Ash Wednes-
day.  But why ‘Ash’ Wednes-
day?  The reason has to do with 
getting things right between you 
and God, and the tradition goes 
right back to the Old Testament. 
 

In the Old Testament, the Israel-
ites often sinned.  When they fi-
nally came to their senses, and 
saw their evil ways as God saw 
them, they could do nothing but 
repent in sorrow.   They mourned 
for the damage and evil they had 
done.  As part of this repentance, 
they covered their heads with 
ashes.  For the Israelites, putting 
ashes on your head, and even 
rending your clothes, was an out-
ward sign of their heart-felt re-
pentance and acknowledgement 
of sin.  (See Genesis 18:27; 2 
Samuel 13:19; Job 2:8, 30:19; 
Isaiah 58:5; Jeremiah 6:26; Jo-
nah 3:6) 
 

In the very early Christian 
Church, the yearly ‘class’ of peni-
tents had ashes sprinkled over 
them at the beginning of Lent. 
They were turning to God for the 
first time, and mourning their 
sins.   But soon many other 
Christians wanted to take part in 
the custom, and to do so at the 
very start of Lent.  They heeded 
Joel’s call to ‘rend your hearts 
and not your garments’ (Joel 
2:12-19).  Ash Wednesday be-
came known as either the 
‘beginning of the fast’ or ‘the day 
of the ashes’. 
 

The collect for today goes back to 
the Prayer Book, and stresses the 
penitential character of the day. 
It encourages us with the re-
minder of the readiness of God to 

forgive us and to renew us. 
 

The Bible readings for today are 
often Joel 2:1-2, 12–18, Matthew 
6: 1-6,16 – 21 and Paul’s moving 
catalogue of suffering, “as having 
nothing and yet possessing eve-
rything.” (2 Corinthians 5:20b – 
6:10) 
 

The actual custom of ‘ashing’ was 
abolished at the Reformation, 
though the old name for the day 
remained.  Today, throughout the 
Church of England, receiving the 
mark of ashes on one’s forehead 
is optional.   Certainly the mark 
of ashes on the forehead reminds 
people of their mortali-
ty:   “Remember that you are 
dust and to dust you will re-
turn…”  (Genesis 3:19) 
 

The late medieval custom was to 
burn the branches used on Palm 
Sunday in the previous year in 
order to create the ashes for to-
day. 
 
 

The Collect for Ash Wednes-
day is: 
 

Almighty and everlasting God, 

you hate nothing that you have 

made and forgive the sins of all 

those who are penitent: Create 

and make in us new and contrite 

hearts that we, worthily lament-

ing our sins and acknowledging 

our wretchedness, may receive 

from you, the God of all mercy, 
perfect remission and for-

giveness; through Jesus Christ 

your Son our Lord, who is alive 

and reigns with you, in the unity 

of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and for ever.  
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ALTAR SERVERS NEEDED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Have you been admitted to Holy Communion?  Are you interested in 
becoming an Altar Server?  WE NEED YOU!!  
 
 

Whether young or old, male or female!  If you are; then please see 
me or Elaine Christian after the service.  We are at most 9.30am Fam-
ily Services. If you know of a person who may also be interested, 
please pass this information on to them. 
 
 

We look forward to getting some new blood on board.  

 
Gillian  

 

Say it with flowers… 

 
Thank you to everyone who donated to the 
Flower Fund last year, and to all who bought 
the Grave Pots at Christmas. 
 
If you would like flowers in church to cele-
brate a particular occasion or to remember a 
loved one, please complete the flower calendar on display in the 
porch. The flowers can be arranged by me and I’ll do my best to use 
your requested colours or even a particular flower.  Also, you can pro-
vide the flowers and arrange them yourself; the necessary resources 
are available in church.   
 

Tracy  
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