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PARISH ORGANISATIONS 
 

16th Rainbows—Mandy Tidy         01204 307670
        or Emma Barlow       01706 228059 
 meet Tuesday 6pm—7pm in school—term time only.   
  
16th Brownies—Emma  Barlow       01706 228059 
 meet Thursday 6.30pm—8pm in school—term time only. 
 
37th Brownies—Nicola Waring      01204 306280 
 meet Monday 6.15pm—7.45pm in school, term time only. 
 
Guides–Tracey Hamer       01204 304325 
 meet Monday 7pm—9pm in the Stable, Term time only. 
 
Beavers—Alison Ackers       07596 715334 
 meet Thursday 6pm– 7pm in the Scout Hut. 
 
Cubs—Heather Colley       01204 435135
 meet Wednesday 7pm—8.30pm in the Scout Hut. 
 
Scouts—Craig Ackers       07912 320446 
 meet Friday 7.30pm—9.30pm in the Scout Hut.  
 
Junior Church— Andrew  Cox            07825 321451 
 meet 9.15am in the Scout Hut. 
 
TYC— Jo Haslam        07872 993104 
 meetings as announced                       Turtonyouthchurch@gmail.com 
 
Choir—Arthur Greaves        01204 527302 
 practice every Thursday 7pm in the Vestry. 
 
Mothers’ Union—Edna Bowers       01942  587409 
 meet second and fourth Tuesdays in the day School. 
 
Safeguarding Officer—Jan Bennett     01204 244477 
 
Day School—Head Teacher—Clare Bennett    01204 333106 
 
Flowers in church—Tracy Lawton           07803 208323 or 01204 595717 
 
Magazine Editor—Joyce Armstrong—joycea@hotmail.co.uk  01204 413055 
 
Church Website:         https://stmaxentiuschurch.co.uk 

 
 

 

  

The Parish Magazine of Saint Maxentius Bradshaw 
within the Turton Moorland Team Ministry 

 
May 2020 



 

2 

 
St. Maxentius Church, Bradshaw, Bolton 

within the Turton Moorland Team Ministry. 
 
 

CLERGY:  
Team Rector: Rev. Canon Peter Reiss Tel: Bolton 853854 
Vicar: Rev. Jan Ainsworth Tel: Bolton 304240 
   
 
CHURCHWARDENS: 
 

Joyce Armstrong Tel: Bolton 413055 
Jan Bennett Tel: Bolton  244477 
   
DEPUTY WARDENS 

Bryan Goodall     
David Haslam     
Margaret Heaton     
Tom Heaton      
Tracy Lawton     
Ruth Scorah    
Don Taylor 
 
P.C.C. SECRETARY:  
Carol Carr 
 
Sunday Services: 
 

9.30am Family Communion 
11.00am Holy Communion 
(Occasional Services as announced) 
 
Little Church: 

For 0-5 year olds in the Vestry during the 9.30am service 
 
Junior Church   
9.15am in the Scout Hut and transferring to Church to join in the end 
of the service 
 
Holy Baptism: 
Second Sunday in the month at 12.15pm after prior  
arrangement through the Team Office—Tel: Bolton 303325  
office hours are -Thursday & Friday 12pm—3pm  
email: turtonteamoffice@gmail.com  
(emails are checked regularly out of office hours) 

 
In case of sickness please notify the Clergy or Wardens  

without delay. 
 

 
There will be no Services  

until further notice  
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Parish Registers 

 
Funerals 
March 25th Peter Greenhalgh  Overdale crematorium 
March 30th  Gordon Thexton     Overdale crematorium 
 

 
     
   ‘Let perpetual light shine upon them’ 

   

From our Book of Remembrance 

1st Joseph Greenhalgh 
2nd  Julia Priestley 
4th Mary E Gradwell 
 Reginald Entwistle 
7th  George Standish 
10th Percy L Wood 
11th Thomas Dyke 
15th  Louisa Wignall 
17th Nora E Isherwood 
18th James Frederick Cowburn 
20th Richard Tracey 

21st Roy Ramsbottom 
22nd Mary Armstrong 
 Marion Yates 
 Valerie Hamer 
23rd  David Sutcliffe 
26th Adeline Jones 
 Harold Walton 
27th John J Garland 
 James John Carr 
29th Rosetta Greenhalgh 
30th  David Crompton Lloynd 

Book of Remembrance 
 

If you would like the name of a loved one to be included in the  
Book of Remembrance, please  have a word with one of the Wardens. 

 

Fabric Fund 
 

People may wish to give a donation to this fund in memory of a loved one or on 
the occasion of a baptism, marriage or some other special event to help with 

the upkeep of our beautiful Church building. 
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JOHN FRANCIS 
 

Menswear 
 

Clothes from the best English &  
Continental designers plus full Gents and Boys formal  
hire services for weddings and other social occasions. 

 

We believe this years collection is our finest ever Suits, jackets and 
waistcoats have all been carefully selected from Europe's best design-
ers. We have extensive ranges of black tie evening wear through to 
morning suits for weddings. All can be complimented with our own 

range of exclusive accessories. We are a family run business so  
consequently the level of service is personal and unrivalled.  

 

129/131 Lea Gate, 

Bradshaw, Bolton 

BL2 4BQ 
 

Tel/Fax:01204 305922 
 

email: admin@john-francis.com 
 

 
LOUISE RAMSAY 

M. Ch, S.R. Ch. 
 

STATE REGISTERED  
PODIATRIST 

 
11 Longsight, Harwood,  

Bolton BL2 3H 
 

T: 01204 308908 

 
 
 
 

Magazine  

deadline…..   
 

If you have anything you 

would like to put in the mag-

azine please make sure that 

I receive it by the 15th of 

the month for insertion in 

the following months maga-

zine.  

 

You can either speak to me 

at church or email it to—

joycea@hotmail.co.uk  

or give me a ring on 413055. 

 

Thank you,  
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A Letter from the Vicar… May 2020 
 

Our aim is through worship, commitment and sharing, to bring others to a 
greater love and understanding of God.  

 
Dear  friends 
 

I write this as we near the end of the first three weeks of lockdown, as 
we wait to see how long it might be extended for. 
 

We’ve all had to get used to doing things differently. Everyone has 
good advice for us, from how to keep busy on our own indoors, how to 
get the most from our fridge or larders, how to capitalise on the acres 
of free time we’ve now got, and the casual money we’ve not been 
spending. 
 

We’re lucky if that’s all we have to worry about. I’m sure we all know 
people who are already coping with serious health conditions – please 
continue to pray for Carol, Vicar at Walmsley, and her husband Mike 
who is receiving treatment for cancer. 
 

We also probably know people for whom the crisis has drastically re-
duced their income, who are desperately struggling to keep a roof over 
their head and to put food on the table. And we all know families who 
are trying to work from home and make sure their children do their 
school work. 
 

How is it going for you? 
 

It was a real wrench for us to close the church building. Holy Week 
was very poignant. It was hard to keep the days special without the 
solidarity of others with the same intention. And the world barely rec-
ognised those holy days. Especially sad for us not to have had the in-
spiration of our diocesan bishop who was to have led our services. 
 

But we’re in the Easter season now, a season of hope and trust in 
God’s good purposes. The privations of Lent are over and we can ten-
tatively begin to rejoice. 
 

There are signs of hope. The huge support for our health service must 
surely continue. No private provider could have responded the way 
ours has. We are right to show our gratitude regularly even though we 
accept that they’d also like to have the protective equipment they 
need to keep safe in order to carry on with their dedicated work. 
 

There are signs of hope in the way people have been supporting each 
other in all sorts of ways. And there are signs of hope in that which 
has been the saddest for us, in our worship and our lives as Christian 
believers. It’s thrown us back on our own resources, in our room, on 
our own, with God. 
 

The response we’ve had to Worship at Home and the Easter recording 
seem to show that there is a real commitment to continue to pray, to 
carry on with the worship of the church. The services we have sent out 
and the children’s activities have been reaching so many people  
 

Continued….. 
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though Facebook, YouTube and email and the website. And thanks to 
our dedicated team also reaching people through their letter box. Peo-
ple are telling us that the readings and prayers are anchoring them 
each week. 
 

The life of the spirit is so important at times like these. To be a Chris-
tian is to have a ‘sure ground for hope’ in the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. That hope isn’t dependent on this world, the way we live or the 
things we have. It doesn’t change with the alterations in those circum-
stances. It is brought about by God out of his love for us and it lasts 
until the end of all things. It’s that hope we cling to in troubled times 
and that hope which will survive. 
 

‘Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By His great 
mercy He has given us new birth into a living hope through the resur-
rection of Jesus Christ from the dead.’ (1 Peter 1.3) 
 

With every blessing, Jan 
 
 

Under the dark trees, there he stands, 
there he stands; shall he not draw my eyes?     
I thought I knew a little 
how he compels, beyond all things, but now 
he stands there in the shadows. It will be 
Oh, such a daybreak, such bright morning, 
when I shall wake to see him 
as he is. 
 
He is called Rose of Sharon, for his skin 
is clear, his skin is flushed with blood, 
his body lovely and exact; how he compels 
beyond ten thousand rivals. There he stands, 
my friend, the friend of guilt and helplessness, 
to steer my hollow body 
over the sea. 
 
The earth is full of masks and fetishes, 
what is there here for me? are these like him? 
Keep company with him and you will know: 
no kin, no likeness to those empty eyes. 
He is a stranger to them all, great Jesus. 
What is there here for me? I know 
what I have longed for. Him to hold 
me always. 
 
Rowan Williams 
 

From the Welsh of Ann Griffiths, an 18th c. hymnwriter 
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John GREEN—Ex NORWEB 
 

APPLIANCE REPAIRS 
 
 

Repairs to all makes of Washing Machines, 
Tumble Dryers & Dishwashers 

 

Tel: 01204 302768 or 07801 387122 

 
 
 
 
 

 

‘Your local community family owned and run funeral home’ 
It is a privilege to care for those dearly departed, and nothing comes more natural to 

us than caring for those that are bereaved.  
You can trust Mike Oglesby and his family to walk alongside you 

 

Offering all the services of a traditional and modern funeral directors, whilst  
ensuring complete transparency on funeral costs with our online estimate calculator. 
Doing our bit for the community, we also support and assist local initiatives within  

 
116a Darwen Road, Bromley Cross, BL7 9BQ  

01204 308 945 
www.oglesbysfuneraldirectors.co.uk 

http://www.oglesbysfuneraldirectors.co.uk
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FINESTYLE WINDOWS 
 

For Style and Elegance 
 

Bradshaw Brow, Bradshaw, Bolton BL2 3EZ 
Tel: 01204 592252   Fax: 01204 592330 

 

Established  1961 
 

Manufacturers and installers of High Quality UPVC 
Windows, Doors and  

Computer designed Conservatories. 
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From our Team Rector…..   
First it was the snow-drops, then the 
crocuses, daffodils, tulips, various 
cherry blossoms, and hawthorn and 
apple, and the chestnut candles. Each 
year this wonderful pageant of flower 
serenades spring, each though only 
flourishing for a few days and then 
dying away. Meanwhile the trees turn 
green or actually a whole palette of 
greens, again at slightly different 
times and the bluebells choose their 
moment to flourish. 
 

This year, maybe more than some 
others, we have noticed the seasons 
changing, and the birdsong chorus 
that goes with it. It is only as the 
flowers fall that the fruits develop, 
and this takes longer, happens more 
slowly, and is less impressive to see. 
Underneath the grass grows, gets 
munched or mown, and grows back 
determinedly - and our church yards 
will be witness to the determined 
growing of the grass. 
 

We can try and capture and protect 
the blossom, but pick a branch and it 
quickly droops; and photos, however 
good, don’t really catch the tapestry 
of blossoms or bluebells that the hu-
man eye can enjoy. Partly because 
we reduce the scale to a computer 
screen or a phone screen. 
 

And meanwhile – lest we pretend to 
forget – the “weeds”, the plants we 
don’t want, are also growing; the 
dandelions competing with the grass 
for the lawn area; the nettles and the 
brambles which sting and scratch. 
The wise know how to use the dande-
lion leaves, the nettle leaves, and 
prune the brambles for fruit. And 
there are more difficult plants, partic-
ularly what we call the invasive spe-
cies, though it is us who have 
brought them here – like Japanese 
Knotweed. And as the climate chang-
es, so some native species are suffer-
ing, and some new species are set-
tling – both of which unsettle the eco
-system. Nature is pretty resilient 
and can cope with much that is 
thrown at it, but not everything. It 
can and will grow back if given a 
chance. 

And so with human life and living. 
Each year there are those things to 
enjoy which then pass: celebrations, 
and events, social and religious, but 
they are to be enjoyed and not hung 
on to. The things which bear fruit 
take more time and will need more 
careful nourishment if the fruit is to 
be good. Some things (like the net-
tles and dandelions) can be managed 
or even worked with, but others need 
resisting or they will overcome us. 
Corona virus is an invasive species, 
which we have brought and helped 
move between people and communi-
ties. It will take a dedicated effort. 
And like nature, human life has its 
beginnings and endings; and if we 
unsettle the environment too much, 
many will find their levels of resili-
ence tested, and maybe to breaking 
point. Even the greatest of trees or 
the best of plants has its natural 
lifespan and can be damaged before 
its normal time is up. 
 

This is the world our Creator has 
made, with the daily, seasonal, annu-
al and longer-term rhythms. The 
tides, the lunar months, the solar 
year, the massive movements of jet-
stream or El Nino, all tell us of a liv-
ing planet on which we live. And the 
Word who was with God and through 
whom all things were made, became 
flesh and lived among us. And in Res-
urrection life he remains with us in 
the vagaries of this wonderful but 
fragile world. Creator, God made us; 
Emmanuel, God with us; Jesus, 
God rescues us. Knowing this we can 
put yesterday, today and tomorrow 
back in his hands – He is with us in 
everything.  

 Peter 
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COVID – 19 – A message of encouragement from Mothers’ Un-
ion Worldwide President Sheran Harper 
 

My beloved MU Family across the oceans, and from near and far, 
 

I greet you with the love and courage of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour 
because He is our strength, our hope and our solid rock. 
 

So much has been happening recently as COVID-19 is declared a pandemic 
and governments are advising that we take the necessary precautions to avoid 
the spread of the virus. There is so much we have to come to terms with in 
such a short time. 
 

In times like these I encourage you to take heart and do not fear because the 
Lord, your God is by your side - an ever present help in times of trouble. 
 

In the book of Joshua Chapter 1 verse 9 we read, 
 

I hereby command you: be strong and courageous; do not be frightened or 
dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go. Amen. 
 

As members you are bold and brave, full of courage and compassion, and so 
very loving and just like Esther you stand daily on the frontline calling for an 
end to injustices and advocating for all that supports stable families and com-
munities. 
 

You have been busy in these acts of love but now many of you are being called 
to be quiet and to self-isolate in an effort to prevent the spread of the virus. 
You will discover there is still so much we can do as members because as a 
movement we are ideally placed to support and act in this time, but only with-
in the health advice given by your respective governments. 
 

But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made per-
fect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, 
so that the power of Christ may rest upon me. For the sake of Christ, then, I 
am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. 
For when I am weak, then I am strong. 
 

Brothers and sisters let us pray together 
 
 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, 
you said to your disciples, 

I am with you always, even to the end of time 
Be with me today Lord, as I offer myself to you. 

Hear my prayers for others and for myself, 
And keep me in your tender loving care always. Amen. 
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PATERSONS SOLICITORS 
 

 Husband and Wife Family Practice.  
 

 Specialists in Clinical Negligence,  

Personal Injury Litigation, Wills, Probate,  

Lasting Powers of Attorney 

 and Court of Protection. 

 

Glenfield House, 1 Longsight, 
Harwood, Bolton BL2 3HS 

 
 Please call Kay Hall-Paterson on 0800 0461 888  

to arrange an appointment or home visit  

or send an email to: khp@patersonssolicitors.com 

mailto:khp@patersonssolicitors.com
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Dear Friends 
 

As most of you will know the vicar and I wrote to all the members of 
the Free Will Envelope scheme explaining the Church’s financial situa-
tion during the present Covid 19 pandemic and all that it entails. 
 

Quite honestly we were becoming more and more worried and appre-
hensive of how we could pay our way over the next few weeks and 
months. 

 

We suggested that one way of remedying the situation would be for all 
of our regular givers to take out a monthly standing order. 
I am delighted to report that there has been a magnificent uptake with 
people not only doing this but several increasing their giving as well. 
 

Thank you so much for your very positive response which has not only 
helped the here and now but will go towards ensuring that our much 
loved Church will be ready for us once again when we are able to visit 
and worship in it when this crisis is over. 
 

For those of you who may still like to join the standing order scheme 
our bank details are as follows. 
 

Account name:  St Maxentius Parochial Church Council 

Account number: 21944181 

Sort Code:  09-01-56 

Quoting reference: Env XX (xx being your present envelope  

          number ) 
 

If anybody has any queries on this please give me a call on 309268  
or email me on bryan_goodall@btinternet.com  
 

With every good wish. 
 

Bryan 
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Ascension Day: 40 Days with the Risen Christ  

40 days after Easter comes As-
cension Day. These are the 40 
days during which the Risen 
Christ appeared again and again 
to His disciples, following His 
death and resurrection. (Matthew 
28; Mark 16; Luke 24; and John 
20.) 

The Gospels give us little of 
Christ’s teachings and deeds dur-
ing those 40 days. Jesus was 
seen by numerous of His disci-
ples: on the road to Emmaus, by 
the Sea of Galilee, in houses, etc. 
He strengthened and encouraged 
His disciples, and at last opened 
their eyes to all that the Scrip-
tures had promised about the 
Messiah. Jesus also told them 
that as the Father had sent Him, 
He was now going to send them – 
to all corners of the earth, as His 
witnesses. 

Surely the most tender, moving 
‘farewell’ in history took place on 
Ascension Day. Luke records the 
story with great poignancy: 
‘When Jesus had led them out to 
the vicinity of Bethany, He lifted 
up His hands – and blessed 
them.’ 

As Christmas began the story of 
Jesus’ life on earth, so Ascension 
Day completes it, with His return 
to His Father in heaven. Jesus’ 
last act on earth was to bless His 
disciples. He and they had a bond 
as close as could be: they had 
just lived through three tumultu-
ous years of public ministry and 
miracles – persecution and death 
– and resurrection!  Just as we 
part from our nearest and dear-
est by still looking at them with 
love and memories in our eyes, 
so exactly did Jesus: ‘While He 

was blessing them, He left them 
and was taken up into heav-
en.’ (Luke 24:50-1) He was not 
forsaking them, but merely going 
on ahead to a kingdom which 
would also be theirs one day: ‘I 
am ascending to my Father and 
to your Father, to my God and 
your God…’  (John 20:17) 

The disciples were surely the 
most favoured folk in history. Im-
agine being one of the last few 
people on earth to be face to face 
with Jesus, and have Him look on 
you with love. No wonder then 
that Luke goes on: ‘they wor-
shipped Him, and returned to Je-
rusalem with great joy. And they 
stayed continually at the temple, 
praising God.’    (Luke 24:52,53) 

No wonder they praised God! 
They knew they would see Jesus 
again one day!  ‘I am going to 
prepare a place for you… I will 
come back and take you to be 
with me that you also may be 
where I am.’ (John 14:2,3) In the 
meantime, Jesus had work for 
them to do: to take the Gospel to 
every nation on earth. 
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 Day of Pentecost: Whit Sunday  

Pentecost took place on the well-
established Jewish festival of 
Firstfruits, which was observed at 
the beginning of the wheat har-
vest. It was seven weeks after 
Easter, or 50 days including East-
er. 

A feast day to celebrate the coun-
try’s wheat harvest does not 
sound exactly world-changing, but 
that year, it became one of the 
most important days in world his-
tory. For Pentecost was the day 
that Jesus sent the Holy Spirit – 
the day the Church was born. 

Jesus had told His disciples that 
something big was going to hap-
pen, and that they were to wait 
for it in Jerusalem, instead of re-
turning to Galilee. Jesus had plans 
for His disciples, but He knew they 
could not do the work themselves. 
They would need His help. 

And so, they waited in Jerusalem, 
praying together with His other 
followers, for many days. And 
then on that fateful morning there 
was suddenly the sound as of a 
mighty rushing wind. Tongues of 
flame flickered on their heads, 
and they began to praise God in 
many tongues, to the astonish-
ment of those who heard them. 
The curse of Babel (Genesis 11: 1
- 9) was dramatically reversed 
that morning. 

That morning the Holy Spirit came 
to indwell the disciples and follow-
ers of Jesus. The Church was 
born. The Christians were sudden-
ly full of life and power, utterly 
different from their former fearful 
selves. The change in them was 
permanent. 

Peter gave the first ever sermon 
of the Christian Church that morn-
ing, proclaiming Jesus was the 
Messiah. His boldness in the face 
of possible death was in marked 
contrast to the man who had de-
nied Jesus 50 days before.  And 
3,000 people responded, were 
converted, and were baptised. 
How’s that for fast church growth! 

Of course, Pentecost was not the 
first time the Holy Spirit had acted 
in this world. All through the Old 
Testament there are accounts of 
how God’s Spirit guided people 
and strengthened them. But now, 
because of Christ’s death and res-
urrection, He could INDWELL 
them. From now on, every Chris-
tian could have the confidence 
that Jesus was with them con-
stantly, through the indwelling of 
His Holy Spirit. 


