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FINESTYLE WINDOWS 
 

For Style and Elegance 
 

Bradshaw Brow, Bradshaw, Bolton BL2 3EZ 
Tel: 01204 592252   Fax: 01204 592330 

 

Established  1961 
 

Manufacturers and installers of High Quality UPVC 
Windows, Doors and  

Computer designed Conservatories. 
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St. Maxentius Church, Bradshaw, Bolton 

within the Turton Moorland Team Ministry. 
 
 

CLERGY:  
Team Rector: Rev. Canon Peter Reiss Tel: Bolton 853854 
Vicar: Rev. Jan Ainsworth Tel: Bolton 304240 
   
 
CHURCHWARDENS: 
 

Joyce Armstrong Tel: Bolton 413055 
Jan Bennett Tel: Bolton  244477 
   
DEPUTY WARDENS 

Bryan Goodall     
David Haslam     
Margaret Heaton     
Tom Heaton      
Tracy Lawton     
Ruth Scorah    
Don Taylor 
 
P.C.C. SECRETARY:  
Carol Carr 
 
Sunday Services: 
 

9.30am Family Communion 
11.00am Holy Communion 
(Occasional Services as announced) 
 
Little Church: 

For 0-5 year olds in the Vestry during the 9.30am service 
 
Junior Church   
9.15am in the Scout Hut and transferring to Church to join in the end 
of the service 
 
Holy Baptism: 
Second Sunday in the month at 12.15pm after prior  
arrangement through the Team Office—Tel: Bolton 303325  
office hours are -Thursday & Friday 12pm—3pm  
email: turtonteamoffice@gmail.com  
(emails are checked regularly out of office hours) 

 
In case of sickness please notify the Clergy or Wardens  

without delay. 
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John GREEN—Ex NORWEB 
 

APPLIANCE REPAIRS 
 
 

Repairs to all makes of Washing Machines, 
Tumble Dryers & Dishwashers 

 

Tel: 01204 302768 or 07801 387122 

 
 
 
 
 

 

‘Your local community family owned and run funeral home’ 
It is a privilege to care for those dearly departed, and nothing comes more natural to 

us than caring for those that are bereaved.  
You can trust Mike Oglesby and his family to walk alongside you 

 

Offering all the services of a traditional and modern funeral directors, whilst  
ensuring complete transparency on funeral costs with our online estimate calculator. 
Doing our bit for the community, we also support and assist local initiatives within  

 
116a Darwen Road, Bromley Cross, BL7 9BQ  

01204 308 945 
www.oglesbysfuneraldirectors.co.uk 

http://www.oglesbysfuneraldirectors.co.uk
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PATERSONS SOLICITORS 
 

 Husband and Wife Family Practice.  
 

 Specialists in Clinical Negligence,  

Personal Injury Litigation, Wills, Probate,  

Lasting Powers of Attorney 

 and Court of Protection. 

 

Glenfield House, 1 Longsight, 
Harwood, Bolton BL2 3HS 

 
 Please call Kay Hall-Paterson on 0800 0461 888  

to arrange an appointment or home visit  

or send an email to: khp@patersonssolicitors.com 
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A Letter from the Vicar…  
 

Our aim is through worship, commitment and sharing, to bring others to a 
greater love and understanding of God.  

 
Dear Friends 
 

When I last wrote we were just beginning to think about resuming 
worship in church. We’ve been back for three Sundays as I write this 
and we’ve begun to get used to how it is now. It’s a real joy to be to-
gether. It’s pointed up how much we’ve missed the liturgy and the fel-
lowship, the encouragement of each other as we come before God. 
 

We know there are lots of you who for one reason or another are 
keeping away. We miss you but know you have to feel safe before you 
join us. I hope the email or hand delivered service for Sundays help 
you maintain a sense that you are just as much a part of the St Max 
family in your home as in church. It comes with our love and prayers. 
Our thanks to Jan B for co-writing them with me; to Jo, who adds the 
children’s material and formats it for email, and prints the hand deliv-
ered copies, and to the ‘posties’ who get them to you. We’ll keep that 
going, certainly into the autumn and possibly beyond. 
 

Some of the things we’re still missing show us how our expectations of 
corporate worship have changed over the years. When I was growing 
up there was no role for the congregation apart from singing and join-
ing in some of the collective prayers. There was an elderly Reader, 
who sometimes led the prayers, and a choir but apart from that you 
sat in your seat and listened to the vicar do everything else! 
A quiet revolution took place over about 20 years recognising that it’s 
the people in the pew who are the church and it’s their contribution 
that gives life to the worship. So all our rotas are deeply significant, 
more than just names on a list. The readers and intercessors, the 
servers and lay assistants, the choir, the welcomers and stewards, the 
PCC, the Mothers Union and Monday Group testify to the time and en-
ergy people in this congregation are prepared to give to their church. 
 

So for me the current style we have had to adopt seems like going 
back in time as almost all the service has devolved onto the vicar!  We 
have strict rules about managing the services so have limited the 
number of stewards to one or two who know what to do. We aren’t 
allowed to sing – so the choir is silent! Only the president is allowed to 
touch the elements for communion so there’s no role for deputy war-
dens setting up the altar, for those bringing the offertory to the altar, 
for servers or lay assistants. And to control movement we’ve limited 
the readers to one only. 
 

And in the service itself we are outlawing anything loud or exclamato-
ry (except for those too young to follow the rules!) so the collective 
prayers of the service are said quietly without the usual air of procla-
mation and we aren’t exchanging the peace with words. And now 

mailto:khp@patersonssolicitors.com
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we’re strongly recommended to wear masks reducing even further the 
means of communication with each other.        
 

We know we are doing this to minimise the risk of spreading the infec-
tion. Our risk assessment has been and continues to be rigorous, try-
ing to work out the best way of managing the idiosyncrasies of our 
building. We know all this and accept the restrictions for the time be-
ing. I hope we don’t get so used to this way of doing things that we 
forget what we’ve learned about who we are and how that is demon-
strated in our worship. 
 

One thing I hope we do carry forward to our life post pandemic is the 
way we’ve kept in touch with each other. As well as email and Face-
book and post personal contact has been maintained. As a congrega-
tion we do have many contacts one with another with a small number 
of people at the hub. Our two ALMs are involved and it would be good 
to plan for another couple of ALMs, one at least focusing on the Pasto-
ral care of our community. So give some thought to the kind of people 
who could take up a leadership role in that area of our life – or any 
other! 
 

Meanwhile nourish your spiritual life with prayer and reading the Bible, 
and carry it into what action fits your life at the moment. All the para-
bles we’ve been thinking about have been an encouragement to do 
just that and leave to God the harvest. 
 
 

Note on leaving arrangements 
 

We’re still waiting for our new home to be vacated – so I’m here for 
August at least. More news when we have it. 
 

 

 Jan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

17 



 

16 

 

JOHN FRANCIS 
 

Menswear 
 

Clothes from the best English &  
Continental designers plus full Gents and Boys formal  
hire services for weddings and other social occasions. 

 

We believe this years collection is our finest ever Suits, jackets and 
waistcoats have all been carefully selected from Europe's best design-
ers. We have extensive ranges of black tie evening wear through to 
morning suits for weddings. All can be complimented with our own 

range of exclusive accessories. We are a family run business so  
consequently the level of service is personal and unrivalled.  

 

129/131 Lea Gate, 

Bradshaw, Bolton 

BL2 4BQ 
 

Tel/Fax:01204 305922 
 

email: admin@john-francis.com 
 

 
LOUISE RAMSAY 

M. Ch, S.R. Ch. 
 

STATE REGISTERED  
PODIATRIST 

 
11 Longsight, Harwood,  

Bolton BL2 3H 
 

T: 01204 308908 

 
 
 
 

Magazine  

deadline…..   
 

If you have anything you 

would like to put in the mag-

azine please make sure that 

I receive it by the 15th of 

the month for insertion in 

the following months maga-

zine.  

 

You can either speak to me 

at church or email it to—

joycea@hotmail.co.uk  

or give me a ring on 413055. 

 

Thank you,  
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6th August: The Transfiguration – a glimpse of glory  
 
 

The story is told in Matthew (17:1-9), Mark (9:1-9) and Luke (9:28-
36). 
 
It was a time when Jesus’ ministry was popular, when people were 
seeking Him out.  But on this day, He made time to take Peter, 
James and John, His closest disciples, up a high mountain.  In the 
fourth century, Cyrillic of Jerusalem identified it as Mount Tabor (and 
there is a great church up there today), but others believe it more 
likely to have been one of the three spurs of Mount Hermon, which 
rises to about 9,000 feet, and overlooks Caesarea Philippi. 
 

High up on the mountain, Jesus was suddenly transfigured before 
His friends.  His face began to shine as the sun, His garments be-
came white and dazzling.  Elijah and Moses, of all people, suddenly 
appeared, and talked with Him.  A bright cloud overshadowed the 
disciples. 
 

Peter was staggered, but, enthusiast that he was – immediately 
suggested building three tabernacles on that holy place, one for Je-
sus, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.  But God’s ‘tabernacling’, 
God’s dwelling with mankind, does not any longer depend upon 
building a shrine.  It depends on the presence of Jesus, in-
stead.  And so a cloud covered them, and a Voice spoke out of the 
cloud, saying that Jesus was His beloved Son, whom the disciple 
should ‘hear’.  God’s dwelling with mankind depends upon our lis-
tening to Jesus. 
 

Then, just as suddenly, it is all over.  What did it mean?  Why Moses 
and Elijah?  Well, these two men represent the Law and the Proph-
ets of the Old Covenant, or Old Testament.  But now they are hand-
ing on the baton, if you like: for both the Law and the Prophets 
found their true and final fulfilment in Jesus, the Messiah. 
 

Why on top of a mountain?  In Exodus we read that Moses went up 
Mount Sinai to receive the sacred covenant from Yahweh in the form 
of the Ten Commandments.  Now Jesus goes up and is told about 
the ‘sealing’ of the New Covenant, or New Testament of God with 
man, which will be accomplished by His coming death in Jerusalem. 
 

That day made a lifelong impact on the disciples.  Peter mentions it 
in his second letter, 2 Peter 1:16 – 19 – invariably the reading for 
this day. 
 

The Eastern Churches have long held the Transfiguration as a feast 
as important as Christmas, Epiphany, Ascension and Pentecost.  But 
it took a long time for the West to observe the Transfiguration.  The 
feast starts appearing from the 11th and 12th centuries, and the 
Prayer Book included it among the calendar dates, but there was no 
liturgical provision for it until the 19th century. 
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PARISH ORGANISATIONS 
 
 

16th Rainbows—Mandy Tidy         01204 307670
        or Emma Barlow       01706 228059 
 meet Tuesday 6pm—7pm in school—term time only.   
  
16th Brownies—Emma  Barlow       01706 228059 
 meet Thursday 6.30pm—8pm in school—term time only. 
 
37th Brownies—Nicola Waring      01204 306280 
 meet Monday 6.15pm—7.45pm in school, term time only. 
 
Guides–Tracey Hamer       01204 304325 
 meet Monday 7pm—9pm in the Stable, Term time only. 
 
Beavers—Alison Ackers       07596 715334 
 meet Thursday 6pm– 7pm in the Scout Hut. 
 
Cubs—Heather Colley       01204 435135
 meet Wednesday 7pm—8.30pm in the Scout Hut. 
 
Scouts—Craig Ackers       07912 320446 
 meet Friday 7.30pm—9.30pm in the Scout Hut.  
 
Junior Church— Andrew  Cox            07825 321451 
 meet 9.15am in the Scout Hut. 
 
TYC— Jo Haslam        07872 993104 
 meetings as announced                       Turtonyouthchurch@gmail.com 
 
Choir—Arthur Greaves        01204 527302 
 practice every Thursday 7pm in the Vestry. 
 
Mothers’ Union—Edna Bowers       01942  587409 
 meet second and fourth Tuesdays in the day School. 
 
Safeguarding Officer—Jan Bennett     01204 244477 
 
Day School—Head Teacher—Clare Bennett    01204 333106 
 
Flowers in church—Tracy Lawton           07803 208323 or 01204 595717 
 
Magazine Editor—Joyce Armstrong—joycea@hotmail.co.uk  01204 413055 
 
Church Website:         https://stmaxentiuschurch.co.uk 
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Calendar for August 2020 
 
 

Sunday 2nd Trinity 8 
10am Holy Communion 

Christ feeds the multitude with the loaves and fishes;  
let him feed us with bread and wine.  

 
Sunday 9th August Trinity 9 

10am Holy Communion 
Christ walks on the water to the frightened disciples in the storm:  

let him reach out to us in our fears 
 

12pm Baptism: Arthur Samuel Lucas  
 

Thursday 6th The Transfiguration of Our Lord 
Christ bathed in the glory of God on the mountain top   

 
Saturday 15th The Assumption of the 

 Blessed Virgin Mary  
Raised to be with God and Christ  

 
Sunday 16th August Trinity 10 

10am Holy Communion 
Healing and salvation is for all people, even the daughter  

of a Gentile woman; let him heal our wounds  

 
Sunday 23rd August Trinity 11 

10am Holy Communion 
Christ named Messiah by Peter; let us name him king of kings  

 
Monday 24th August St Bartholomew  

One of the 12 apostles, tradition is that he took the faith to India.  
Martyred by being flayed.  

 
Sunday 30th August Trinity 12 

10am Holy Communion 
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Mother’ Union members in Bolton Archdeaconry usually commemorate 
our Founder Mary Sumner (31st Dec.1828 – 9th August 1921) at the 
Archdeaconry Festival Service but as we are unable to meet this year I 
would like to share with you Mary Sumner’s Personal Prayer. 
 

Edna 
 
 

All this day, O Lord, let me touch as many lives  

as possible for thee; and every life I touch  

do thou by thy spirit quicken,  

whether through the word I speak,  

the prayer I breathe, or the life I live.  

Amen 

 
 
 
 
From MU Manchester <MothersUnionManchester@outlook.com  
 

Knitting for Salford Royal 

 
Good Morning All 
  
Christine Sharp has been in contact with the lead chaplain at Salford 
Royal hospital and they are desperate to have knitted/material hearts, 
crosses, even teddies for patients in ICU to hold.   
 

They must have no sharp edges and be washable.  
 

Life in ICU must be awful now especially with no visiting.   
 

Items can be sent directly to Christine. 
  

Kind Regards, Andrea 
 

 

mailto:MothersUnionManchester@outlook.com
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Sunday service reflections—Here, for those of you who haven’t had 
access to them, is a selection of Reflections from our Sunday services. 
Thanks to Jan B for her contribution. 
 
MAUNDY THURSDAY 9 April 2020—On the night he was betrayed 
Jesus washed his disciples’ feet giving us a model to follow in our own 
discipleship. 
 

How different his understanding of leadership from that of the rulers 
of this world. There are those who manipulate the rules and change 
the laws so that they can remain in power for as long as they want. At 
its extreme they will use violence to keep themselves in power. There 
are those who have very few actual beliefs but know what will get 
people to vote for them. At its extreme they will change their pitch 
frequently regardless of what is either true or necessary. There are 
those who have admirable commitment to principles but little under-
standing of what other people want or need. They don’t usually gain 
power but hang on to leadership. 
 

Jesus gives us a different way. Servant Leadership puts the needs of 
others first. Jesus in no way laid aside his role in the group of disciples 
but he gave them a new way of exercising that role. His leadership 
wasn’t about gaining power for his own enrichment but using what 
power he had to make life better for others. 
 

In his language that meant using power to bring about the kingdom of 
God, that it, a place and way of life that God intended for us and all 
with whom we share this world in the dawn of creation.  The whole of 
the last week of Jesus’ life is an illustration of the same message. We 
are not here for our own benefit; If we live only for ourselves in the 
end it all comes to dust. If we live for others we find the pearl of great 
price. As Jesus said, ‘Whoever finds their life will lose it, and whoever 
loses their life for my sake will find it.’ 
 

Jesus did just that. He lost his life but out of that came a new life, for 
him and for us. 
 

EASTER DAY 12 April 2020—What an extraordinary story! It’s often 
used by atheists and their cousins, agnostics, as the reason why they 
have no faith in God. 
 

Their first argument is that it can’t happen. People just don’t come 
back from the dead. If they do they can’t have been dead in the first 
place. 
 

But a second argument runs differently. If God can bring people back 
from the dead why doesn’t he do it all the time? What about my be-
loved father, or mother, or loved one? Why this particular man, alone 
of humankind? 
 

For Christians that is a question already answered. We believe this 
man was unique in the whole of history. The resurrection is both the 
inevitable result and the proof of that. It took the first Christians many 
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From our Book of Remembrance 
 

 

 
1st  Leon Jones 
 Eric Greaves 
3rd Richard Greenhalgh 
6th Rev Robert Royston Carmyllie 
 Grace Ethel Young 
7th Sheila Christian 
10th  Tom Garwood 
 Ellen Pearce 
11th Phillip David Greenhalgh 
12th Horace Council 
 Hilda Hester Hamer 
19th  John Telford 
 James Walsh 
23rd  Alice Annie Fisher 
26th Jack Stables 
27th George Oswald Cooper 
30th  William Schofield 
31st  Thomas (Tony) Bennett 

Book of Remembrance 
 

If you would like the name of a loved one to be included in the  
Book of Remembrance, please  have a word with one of the Wardens. 

 

Fabric Fund 
 

People may wish to give a donation to this fund in memory of a loved one or on 
the occasion of a baptism, marriage or some other special event to help with 

the upkeep of our beautiful Church building. 
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year, onto poor ground? He’d surely be more careful, making sure it 
fell where it stood the best chance of growing? You don’t try and grow 
vegetables on your driveway, or not bother to get rid of the weeds on 
your patch of ground. 
 
 

There’s something about the farmer. Is he just hapless and careless, 
not really knowing his job? Or is he so keen for the harvest that he 
sows everywhere he can, and knows only some of it will grow. If we 
transfer that to God there’s a link with Luke’s parable of the Lost Son 
– or, to give it its other name, the Prodigal Father. When we reflected 
on this parable in our Lent Group the generous outreaching love of the 
father came across so strongly. Whatever the younger son had done 
his father could not help himself but run to hug and hold him tight and 
throw a great party for his return. Prodigal, wasteful in the love that 
spilled out on this undeserving sinner. 
 

And we see the same thing here in the parable of the Sower. The seed 
broadcast far and wide is God’s Word of love flung out for everyone, 
however rich or poor their apparent interest, their ‘soil’. His word is for 
all, whoever they are, whatever their past or current lives are like. In 
fact how much more miraculous is the harvest that struggles through 
the thorns, against all expectation? 
 

Because that is the other message: there will be a harvest. It may not 
look like it at the moment, when despair or despondency weighs con-
gregations down. For some of the first readers of the gospels persecu-
tion was the order of the day; imprisonment and death, loss of work 
and liberty. For them the message that God will bring forth the har-
vest was truly one they needed to hear. 
 

But also for us; not facing those challenges but still at a loss to know 
how to bring in the increase. Perhaps we make like the farmer, 
spreading the love of God far and wide and not worrying about what 
the numbers are. The message might be to leave to God the harvest, 
which we may never see. Maybe our job here at St Maxentius is to 
keep throwing wide the seed, the love, so that everyone we come 
across hears something of what it means and can let it grow. How can 
we keep that at the heart of our life as a church? 
 

Let us pray the Holy Spirit to guide and inspire us in these present 
times and always. Amen 
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years to work out what had happened and what it meant. But their 
experience of his being with them again after his death is there right 
from the start. 
 

We’ll never know what that experience was like – and it was clearly 
different for different people. St Paul, for example, was not part of 
that first group but he also experienced the living Jesus – and it 
changed his life. We were not there but our faith is built on the testi-
mony of all those who felt his presence with them. 
 

And it’s built on our own experience of the living Jesus. Through pray-
er and worship, through study of God’s word, through fellowship with 
fellow believers, our faith is built and sustained through good times 
and bad. 
 

This is the Easter message for our times, when death and disease 
have created a climate of fear. Easter brings hope, both in this life and 
the next. Whatever we’re going through at the moment resurrection 
brings hope for Christians. It will pass. There will be consequences and 
some of them will be challenging for every nation and for the world. 
But in hope we trust God to help us see how this can bring good out of 
evil, light out of darkness. 
 

EASTER 4 3 May 2020—We often hear the analogy of shepherd and 
sheep but in this reading it gives two viewpoints. It tells us at the be-
ginning that we cannot take a short cut to the sheepfold (presumably 
the Kingdom of God) but that we have to go through the gate that is 
Jesus and anyone who doesn’t do this is a bandit or robber. He also 
says that Jesus is the gate and you must go through him. He talks 
about strangers; these are people who have gone before him, not tell-
ing the truth, but probably spurred on by their own power over others, 
making their own rules and laws and leading us in another direction, 
not of God’s will. 
 

The reading also goes on to say that Jesus is the good shepherd and 
would lay down his life for his sheep (that’s us), unlike a hired assis-
tant that would run at the sight of a wolf or predator and not save the 
sheep (us). 
 

We once again come onto how we must trust and put our faith in God 
who sent his own son to show us how to live and how to worship. He 
is our shepherd and we are his sheep so we should follow him and his 
teachings and not follow strangers or people that go against what Je-
sus has told us and could harm us. We don’t always get it right, we 
don’t always think before we act - we are human and we will make 
mistakes - but following Jesus’s teachings we can get back on track 
and ask forgiveness and put things right as best we can. The main 
thing is that we try our best. 
 

The present situation is very difficult and I know that those on their 
own must be feeling very lonely, we all miss meeting friends, sharing 
communion in our lovely church and having a good chat afterwards. 
The friendship we have within our church is amazing and I know we 
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are trying to keep in touch via technology or doing shopping or talking 
through others’ windows. It won’t last forever but we must be positive 
and look at all the good things that have come out of this situation 
and hold onto what we have gained, quiet time to reflect, time to get 
in touch with friends and time to talk to God and keep our hope and 
faith. I hope this finds you all well and you gain strength and hope in 
your faith. Jan B. 
 

TRINITY SUNDAY—The most thought provoking reflection on the 
Trinity I ever heard was in a lecture given by a deeply learned profes-
sor, Dr Kenneth Cragg, who was about to become a bishop in Jerusa-
lem. Through all his life he combined academic study and pastoral re-
sponsibility. His field for both academic study and lived experience 
was the relationship between the great religions of Christianity and 
Islam. He published many books on the subject and helped change 
the attitude of the church to other faiths, particularly, of course, Is-
lam. 
 

But this was a series of lectures on key Christian doctrines  (I remem-
ber there was one on the Holy Spirit as well).  I don’t have the notes 
and can’t remember the rest of it but I have always remembered the 
central illustration he used to explore the relationship between Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit. 
 

He asked us to think of a great play – a Shakespeare for example or 
one of the Greek tragedies. 
This play exists in the mind of the dramatist, the one who is creating 
it. It has a life of its own that is being transferred to the page as the 
dramatist shapes and develops it, as the story unfolds in the distinc-
tive, unique style that is that person’s gift. 
  

The play is then staged and exists in a different form. It is the same 
play, as the dramatist intended it but the work of the director and ac-
tors change it and give it new life. There are a multitude of stagings 
of Shakespeare’s plays for example: the same play given life by those 
who take part. 
 

The play is seen by the audience who receive it in a wealth of differ-
ent ways depending on their own circumstances. They take away their 
own impressions of the play and what it meant, and in some way they 
are changed by seeing it. The play continues to exist in the impact on 
their lives. 
 

You can see we’re talking about classical drama here and not just an-
other episode of Coronation Street! Though I would make a case for 
the impact of television soaps on peoples’ lives and views – maybe 
that is an example of what he is getting at. 
 

Although these three manifestations of the play can be completely 
separate – the playwright may be dead or writing in another language 
– they are intimately connected, in close relation to each other. The 
material they are working with is the same, in different manifesta-
tions. 
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So we can see the Creator at work on his great work of making the 
universe and all that is in it. We can see the bringing to life of that 
best creation in the life of Christ and we see it continuing to change 
people’s lives in the work of the Spirit. It’s all connected; it’s all the 
same drama in different forms. 
 

To call all of that God, as we do, is to give it the highest possible value 
in our lives and of existence itself. Nothing is greater than that. Noth-
ing is as deserving of our praise and veneration. Nothing is more im-
portant to each one of us whoever we are and wherever our lives may 
take us. 
 

You won’t find the doctrine of the Trinity explained in the Bible – our 
two readings are practically the only mention in the New Testament. 
But instead of taxing our minds with the logistics of it all we only need 
one thing. The one story of the creation, redemption and sustaining of 
the world is the work of our God, in three persons, who is ‘with us al-
ways, to the end of the age.’ 
 

TRINITY 5 12 July 2020—Everyone knows the parable of the Sower, 
and most people know how the writer of Matthew’s gospel explained 
it. And it makes sense. We all know, perhaps from school, when we 
don’t understand something we simply forget about it. For me it was 
physics:  I am glad to say I haven’t suffered badly by being ignorant 
of some basic ideas. 
 

We do know that good intentions fade and we forget what we resolved 
to do. That’s a phenomenon we revisit every new year. 
Everyone knows that we are enthusiastic about an idea when someone 
is explaining it to us but we haven’t grasped enough to be able to do 
anything with it outside that room. The explanation of the parable 
makes sense in everyday life. 
 

But taken as a whole the parable feels more than a bit depressing. All 
these people will encounter the Word of God but only a few will grow 
in faith as a result. So many more will fall away even when their initial 
response was enthusiastic. Was Jesus really saying that so much of his  
- or our - time will be wasted? 
 

We’re probably more conscious of this than ever these days. On top of 
the continued decline in church attendance (except where school plac-
es depend on it) we have the unknown effect of the closure of our 
churches due to Covid19. Three months without services may mean 
people have just got out of the habit.   
 

Now we are able to worship together again it will be a different experi-
ence, lacking some of the warmth of human contact that makes any 
experience nourishing for us.  We’ll do what we can, of course, to en-
gage with each other, but keeping our distance will have an effect. 
It may be though that Jesus didn’t exactly mean that to be the mean-
ing to take from the story. One of the things that would have shocked 
the first hearers would have been the farmer. What was he doing, 
chucking carefully stored seed, which was his livelihood for the coming 


