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FINESTYLE WINDOWS 
 

For Style and Elegance 
 

Bradshaw Brow, Bradshaw, Bolton BL2 3EZ 
Tel: 01204 592252   Fax: 01204 592330 

 

Established  1961 
 

Manufacturers and installers of High Quality UPVC 
Windows, Doors and  

Computer designed Conservatories. 
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St. Maxentius Church, Bradshaw, Bolton 

within the Turton Moorland Team Ministry. 
 
 

CLERGY:  
Team Rector: Rev. Canon Peter Reiss Tel: Bolton 853854 
Vicar: Rev. Jan Ainsworth Tel: Bolton 304240 
   
 
CHURCHWARDENS: 
 

Joyce Armstrong Tel: Bolton 413055 
Jan Bennett Tel: Bolton  244477 
   
DEPUTY WARDENS 

Bryan Goodall     
David Haslam     
Margaret Heaton     
Tom Heaton          
Ruth Scorah    
Don Taylor 
 
P.C.C. SECRETARY:  
Carol Carr 
 
Sunday Services: 
 

9.30am Family Communion 
11.00am Holy Communion 
(Occasional Services as announced) 
 
Little Church: 

For 0-5 year olds in the Vestry during the 9.30am service 
 
Junior Church   
9.15am in the Scout Hut and transferring to Church to join in the end 
of the service 
 
Holy Baptism: 
Second Sunday in the month at 12.15pm after prior  
arrangement through the Team Office—Tel: Bolton 303325  
office hours are -Thursday & Friday 12pm—3pm  
email: turtonteamoffice@gmail.com  
(emails are checked regularly out of office hours) 

 
In case of sickness please notify the Clergy or Wardens  

without delay. 
 
 

 

19 

    
 

John GREEN—Ex NORWEB 
 

APPLIANCE REPAIRS 
 
 

Repairs to all makes of Washing Machines, 
Tumble Dryers & Dishwashers 

 

Tel: 01204 302768 or 07801 387122 

 
 
 
 
 

 

‘Your local community family owned and run funeral home’ 
It is a privilege to care for those dearly departed, and nothing comes more natural to 

us than caring for those that are bereaved.  
You can trust Mike Oglesby and his family to walk alongside you 

 

Offering all the services of a traditional and modern funeral directors, whilst  
ensuring complete transparency on funeral costs with our online estimate calculator. 
Doing our bit for the community, we also support and assist local initiatives within  

 
116a Darwen Road, Bromley Cross, BL7 9BQ  

01204 308 945 
www.oglesbysfuneraldirectors.co.uk 

http://www.oglesbysfuneraldirectors.co.uk
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PATERSONS SOLICITORS 
 

 Husband and Wife Family Practice.  
 

 Specialists in Clinical Negligence,  

Personal Injury Litigation, Wills, Probate,  

Lasting Powers of Attorney 

 and Court of Protection. 

 

Glenfield House, 1 Longsight, 
Harwood, Bolton BL2 3HS 

 
 Please call Kay Hall-Paterson on 0800 0461 888  

to arrange an appointment or home visit  

or send an email to: khp@patersonssolicitors.com 
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A Letter from the Vicar…  
 

Our aim is through worship, commitment and sharing, to bring others to a 
greater love and understanding of God.  

 
 

Dear Friends 
Well, November didn’t go to plan! We had to shut our doors again and 
had no services for the whole month. Though as everyone has said 
that doesn’t mean the church is closed. We all know the church is the 
people as well as the building and the people continue to pray and 
praise God wherever they are. 
 

St Maxentius Worship@Home has been produced weekly and I hope it 
has given you something to shape your Sunday round.  We contribut-
ed to the Team service for Remembrance Sunday and we sent out a 
recording of my lighting the first Advent Candle. We’ll stream that mo-
ment from church each week as we light the candles for those at 
home to join in with. 
 

We’re allowed to hold services in church again from the beginning of 
this month and our first one will be a Christingle service. You’ll need to 
bring your own Christingle - we can’t make them for you this year. 
The instructions are below. We can provide a candle and red ribbon so 
if you’re coming to church you can pick them up as you come into 
church. 
 

Our Advent themes are Faith, Hope, Peace, Joy and Love, all core 
Christian values. We’d love them to be the themes our lives are built 
round, and some of the time they are. This year has been a tough one 
though for us to keep hold of those values and live by them. 
 

It’s hard to keep faith when you can’t see what God has to do with a 
virus that is destroying lives. It’s hard to feel hope while so many peo-
ple are dying. It’s not very peaceful as governments seesaw around 
trying to control people’s behaviour for their own good. It’s not obvi-
ous where joy is to be found in this time and for this people. 
 

But it’s our calling precisely to hold onto them when the world looks its 
bleakest and most hostile. We can only do that because we realise 
they are grounded in God our creator and the world he believes in. We 
can only hold onto them with his help and in his power. 
 

In the Northern hemisphere the feast of the Nativity always comes at 
the darkest time of the year, when we are at our lowest. And it is al-
ways a reminder that the final, best value is Love. 
 

Love doesn’t eradicate all the suffering and despair but it takes it into 
itself and turns it around. We believe that in the birth of Jesus God’s 
love for the world and for the people of his heart did the most unimag-
inable thing: gave up mighty power and fierce judgement to become a 
vulnerable human infant. It was his gift to us, a gift of himself living 
through the life of Jesus.    

Continued….. 

mailto:khp@patersonssolicitors.com
mailto:Worship@Home
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As I write this I’m sure most of us don’t quite know what our Christ-
mas celebrations will be like. We will need to accommodate our expec-
tations to the restrictions placed upon us. But even as we do that and 
mourn the loss of the company we’d normally keep, nothing can de-
stroy the deep joy at the heart of the festival. Our Christmas is 
thanksgiving for the Child and we can do that wherever we are and 
however cut off from those we love. 
 

So my prayer for you is that your Christmas will be a triumph of faith, 
hope, peace, joy and in the end, Love. 
 

Have a holy and blessed Christmas 
 

 Jan 

Christmas at St Maxentius and across the Team 
 
This year will be different (how many times have we heard that since 
March?!) We won’t be holding our usual Christmas events this year to 
comply with social distancing and other precautions. 
 
We’re not having a tree in church but you are invited to create bau-
bles to hang on the tree outside. Look out for more details to follow. 
 
The Team Carol service which has been recorded 
with the choirs of all our churches will be released 
onto Facebook etc on 20 December. 
You are invited to join in and have your Christmas 
sing! 
 
There will be a join-in Nativity for the Wednesday Worship 

congregation at 6pm on 23 December. Children (and 
adults) are invited to come in costume and play their part 
as the story is told.   
 
 

 
 

St Maxentius School will be making crib figures to go 
into an outdoor stable. Look out for it as you pass by 
church. 

 
 
 
Our main service will be at 10 am on Christmas 
Day     giving thanks for the birth of the Christ 
Child. 
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JOHN FRANCIS 
 

Menswear 
 

Clothes from the best English &  
Continental designers plus full Gents and Boys formal  
hire services for weddings and other social occasions. 

 

We believe this years collection is our finest ever Suits, jackets and 
waistcoats have all been carefully selected from Europe's best design-
ers. We have extensive ranges of black tie evening wear through to 
morning suits for weddings. All can be complimented with our own 

range of exclusive accessories. We are a family run business so  
consequently the level of service is personal and unrivalled.  

 

129/131 Lea Gate, 

Bradshaw, Bolton 

BL2 4BQ 
 

Tel/Fax:01204 305922 
 

email: admin@john-francis.com 
 

 
LOUISE RAMSAY 

M. Ch, S.R. Ch. 
 

STATE REGISTERED  
PODIATRIST 

 
11 Longsight, Harwood,  

Bolton BL2 3H 
 

T: 01204 308908 

 
 
 
 

Magazine  

deadline…..   
 

If you have anything you 

would like to put in the mag-

azine please make sure that 

I receive it by the 15th of 

the month for insertion in 

the following months maga-

zine.  

 

You can either speak to me 

at church or email it to—

joycea@hotmail.co.uk  

or give me a ring on 413055. 

 

Thank you,  
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 Hello Everyone,  
 
I trust that you are all well and your families too. As M U subscriptions 
will be due early in the New Year I thought you may be interested in 
reading the following two paragraphs from the letter I received from 
Manchester Diocese Finance and Administration Co-ordinator which 
included the following two paragraphs. 
 

“The Mothers’ Union, as you may well be aware has equally gone 
through trauma this year as events and sponsorships, providing nec-
essary funds for us as a charity, have not been forthcoming because 
of lockdown. Mary Sumner House has had to reduce its staffing capac-
ity considerably. Each of us has contributed to the appeal earlier this 
year to keep us afloat. The response was amazing from both individu-
als and Diocese alike, so thank you to everyone. 
 

Last year we did not as a Diocese increase our portion of our subscrip-
tions, but this year MSH has increased its’ portion, which will include 
our receiving copies of the new publication. Our subscription for next 
year therefore will be £25, a slight increase on last year, but hopefully 
manageable for us all. 
 

At this special time of year do remember in your prayers the sick, the 
lonely and those with problems, and may Christmas be a time of joy 
for you and I wish everyone a happy and peaceful New Year. 
 

Edna 

Thank you to everyone who contributed bottles of 
Shloer  for the Christmas hampers to be distributed 
by Urban Outreach.  
 

We achieved our target of 50 with a few to spare and 
I delivered them on Monday (chinking all the way!) 
to the distribution hub at Trinity Retail Park  which 
was buzzing with donations being dropped off . 

 

I had to sign in our donation and the sheet was testament to the sup-
port given by churches in the area to bring some Christmas cheer to 
struggling families.  
 

Your ongoing generosity to the Grub Tub is evident by how often I 
empty it and Urban Outreach are always so grateful. 

Thanks again, Ruth 



 

6 

 
 

Christmas Mark 1 
 

The night drew close, a star appeared, 
The sky with guiding light was sudden speared;  
The tired lambs had ceased their hours of play 

On this, the eve, of the first Christmas Day. 
 

Uneasy sheep lay down and restless slept 
Whilst the shepherds, in hushed silence, close together crept, 

Each unknowing of the miracle, so very soon, to come. 
Heralding the birth of God’s own beloved Son 

 
Drawn by this riddle of a star ‘which lit the sky’ 

Three wise men, bearing gifts, drew nigh. 
Then in deep obeisance they, wondering, knelt to pray 

Beside a manger in which the ‘Christ Child’ sleeping lay 
 

Bill Barr December 2006 
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PARISH ORGANISATIONS 
 
 

16th Rainbows—Mandy Tidy         01204 307670
        or Emma Barlow       01706 228059 
 meet Tuesday 6pm—7pm in school—term time only.   
  
16th Brownies—Emma  Barlow       01706 228059 
 meet Thursday 6.30pm—8pm in school—term time only. 
 
37th Brownies—Nicola Waring      01204 306280 
 meet Monday 6.15pm—7.45pm in school, term time only. 
 
Guides–Tracey Hamer       01204 304325 
 meet Monday 7pm—9pm in the Stable, Term time only. 
 
Beavers—Alison Ackers       07596 715334 
 meet Thursday 6pm– 7pm in the Scout Hut. 
 
Cubs—Heather Colley       01204 435135
 meet Wednesday 7pm—8.30pm in the Scout Hut. 
 
Scouts—Craig Ackers       07912 320446 
 meet Friday 7.30pm—9.30pm in the Scout Hut.  
 
Junior Church— Andrew  Cox            07825 321451 
 meet 9.15am in the Scout Hut. 
 
TYC— Jo Haslam        07872 993104 
 meetings as announced                       Turtonyouthchurch@gmail.com 
 
Choir—Arthur Greaves        01204 527302 
 practice every Thursday 7pm in the Vestry. 
 
Mothers’ Union—Edna Bowers       01942  587409 
 meet second and fourth Tuesdays in the day School. 
 
Safeguarding Officer—Jan Bennett     01204 244477 
 
Day School—Head Teacher—Clare Bennett    01204 333106 
 
Flowers in church—Tracy Lawton           07803 208323 or 01204 595717 
 
Magazine Editor—Joyce Armstrong—joycea@hotmail.co.uk  01204 413055 
 
Church Website:         https://stmaxentiuschurch.co.uk 
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Calendar for December 
 

Sunday 6th Advent 2—Hope  
10am Holy Communion & Christingle 

Jesus the Light of the World. 
The Children’s Society brings hope to troubled children  

 
Wednesday 9th—Christingle 

6pm Worship 
 

Bring your own Christingle to finish off in the service 
 

Nativity craft  
 

Sunday 13th Advent 3—Peace 
10am Holy Communion 

John the Baptist disrupts the peace! 
12.15pm Baptism 

 
Wednesday 16th 

6pm Worship with Communion—Preparing for Jesus  
 

Making decorations for church  
 

Sunday 20th—Advent 4—Joy 
10am Holy Communion 

Mary reacts to the approaching birth with joy.  
 

Wednesday 23rd  
6pm Worship—Celebrating the Christmas Story  

 

Come in costume and be in the story!  
 

Friday 25th—Christmas Day—Love 
10am Holy Communion for the birth of Christ 

 
Sunday 27th—Christmas 1—St. John the Evangelist 

10am Holy Communion 
Remembering the Christmas saints. 

 
Sunday 3rd January—Epiphany 

10am Holy Communion 
Travelling with the wise men. 

Diocesan Nine Lessons and Carols   
 
 

Wednesday 23 December, 7pm  We hope we can all come together 

to share worship, music, and some much-needed comfort and joy.  

The link to the service can be found on the website:  
 

https://www.manchester.anglican.org/ 
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Noeltide 
 

Twinkling lights and glistening holly 
Herald a season, happy and jolly, 

Crackling logs and chestnuts popping 
Resting legs after Christmas shopping. 

 
Cheery postmen fingers tingling, 

Delivering cards, with bills a-mingling 
Invites to parties, ‘best ‘clothes revealed, 

Handshakes and kisses, new friendships sealed. 
 

Feuding’s forgotten, families united, 
Old sores are healed, everyone’s delighted. 

Joy is abounding, gifts are aplenty 
Whether you are one or a hundred and twenty! 

 
Two thousand years of celebration 

In countless homes of many a nation. 
Church bells chiming on the air 

The faithful kneel in fervent prayer - 
 

Giving thanks to God above  
For His precious gift of love 
A tiny babe of lowly birth; 

Saviour of all upon this earth. 
 

Olive M Kenyon 
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Worship at home reflection All Saints’ Day -1 November 
 

Reading the Beatitudes today reminds us that the saints are a very 

varied lot. We think they are people who are truly remarkable, who 

perform miracles, who make a world changing impact. But not all of 

them are like that. 
 

The process of making a saint in the Roman Catholic Church today, is 

complex and demanding. It takes time: nothing can be started until 5 

years have gone by since the death of the prospective saint. 

Once 5 years have gone by an investigation is opened into the life of 

the person to see if that life was of sufficient holiness and virtue. Testi-

monies are gathered and people interviewed. If there seems to be 

enough evidence it is passed up the chain for further investigation and 

then, if approved, even further up to the Pope. 
 

These various stages have to be gone through for the person to re-

ceive the title ‘Blessed’. To pass the next hurdle to sainthood there 

must be evidence of at least two miracles happening attributed to 

prayers to the person. Even if you are a martyr and lose your life for 

the faith, you still have to be responsible for a miracle! But it’s good to 

know that there is this rigorous process: it reduces the danger of 

frauds and charlatans getting through. 
 

In our own church, this process was abandoned at the Reformation. 

Instead, heroes of the faith were added to the Calendar when the 

prayer books were put together. The most recent additions to the list 

were made in 2000 when Common Worship was produced. 
 

Not all of the saints were extraordinary people. St Paul refers to all 

those who followed Christ as the saints. He recognised that they were 

all trying to life lives worthy of Christ, holy lives dedicated to him and 

named  them as such. 

We are their inheritors, as we too try to live our lives for him. We are 

always conscious that we fall short, sometimes more seriously than 

others. We always know there is more we could be, whether it’s to  

concentrate on our prayers more, or try to act as peacemaker, or give 

to others out of our limited means. 
 

Our guidance is in today’s gospel. As you read through that list again, 

ask yourself of each line ‘how can I live like this? What is there in my 

life that demonstrates this?’ It probably won’t be given to any of us to 

become a martyr or leader in the faith but our lives will provide oppor-

tunities to put God at the centre of our lives and live as he expects us 

to. 
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From our Book of Remembrance 
 

for December 

1st Greta Fox 
2nd Norman Nightingale 
 Stanley Foster 
4th Arthur Taylor Hamer 
5th Howard Thomas Payne 
7th George Raymond Kenyon 
 Donald S Pilton 
10th Ellen Thomas 
 Joan Morrell 
11th Alan William Maycraft 
12th Harry Berry 

15th Chris Dale 
16th Richard Clinton 
 Dennis Hart 
19th Jack Yates 
 Elizabeth (Liz) Wells 
21st  Henry W Bisset 
24th Jessie Abraham 
28th Norman Morrell 
 Barbara Mellor 
29th Henry Hattersley 
 Lily Wood 

Book of Remembrance 
 

If you would like the name of a loved one to be included in the  
Book of Remembrance, please  have a word with one of the Wardens. 

 

Fabric Fund 
 

People may wish to give a donation to this fund in memory of a loved 
one or on the occasion of a baptism, marriage or some other special 

event to help with the upkeep of our beautiful Church building. 

Funeral 
 

Monday 2 November: Fred Longmire,  
    St Maxentius; Longsight Cemetery 
 
Burial of ashes 
 

Sunday 22 November:  Peter Greenhalgh 
 
 
 

‘Let perpetual light shine upon them’ 
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So we dedicate ourselves to his service following the path he laid 
down for us, a path that includes suffering and pain but also witness-
ing through service and compassion. 
 

We use the language of kingship but subvert it as he subverted it by 
the way he lived. So we judge all those in authority as well as our-
selves by his standards. How far we all fall short.  Our prayer is for 
ourselves that we may truly follow him whose service is perfect free-
dom. Amen 
 
Revd Jan       

The story behind the hymn: O Come, All ye Faithful 
 

Nobody knows who wrote this well-loved Christmas carol. It was originally a 
Latin Christmas hymn, ‘Adeste Fidelis’. It seems to have first ‘surfaced’ in 
English due to a John Francis Wade, who lived in the 18th century, and who 
made his living copying manuscripts and, sometimes, music by hand. Wade 
was a Roman Catholic, and all services in the church at that time were con-
ducted in Latin, and so he knew the language well. 
 

The story goes that in about 1750 he slipped this hymn into a manuscript he 
was copying for the English Roman Catholic College in Lisbon, Portugal. 35 
years later, in 1785, it turned up in the Portuguese Chapel in London, where it 
became known as the ‘Portuguese Hymn’. From there the hymn appears to 
have ‘travelled’ across to the Margaret Chapel in London’s West End. Young 
William Ewart Gladstone, who later became British Prime Minister, greatly ap-
preciated the services at this church. He said that the congregation were “the 
most devout and happy that I have ever seen.” The minister at that time was 
Frederick Oakley, one of the leaders of the 19th century Oxford Movement, 
who was later to convert to Roman Catholicism. Oakley believed strongly in 
the power of religious symbols and fine music, and before he bade farewell to 
the Margaret Chapel, he introduced this hymn to the congregation. Having 
started as ‘Adeste Fidelis’, and been for a while ‘The Portuguese Hymn’, this 
hymn soon became known – and loved worldwide – as ‘O Come, All Ye Faith-
ful’. 
 

O Come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 
 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
 
Come and behold Him, born the King of angels; 
 
O come, let us adore Him, 
 
O come, let us adore Him, 
 
O come, let us adore Him, 
 
Christ, the Lord! 
 
Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 
 
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
 
Glory to God, in the highest; 
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Then indeed will we be fellow citizens with the saints and of the house-

hold of God and follow their ways of holiness and truth. Amen 
 

Revd Jan 

 

Remembrance Sunday 8 November 
 

Remembrance Day has a special resonance for our family, as it does 

for many others. My father’s birthday was 8 November so always fell 

at Remembrance-tide. He was our last living link with WW2.  He died 

some years ago now so in one way that link is broken but while ever 

we remember him we remember the war and its impact on ordinary 

families. 
 

My father came to England part way through the war. He left his home 

in Poland and travelled overland through Europe, partly by train and 

partly on foot, eventually arriving in England where he joined the 

Polish Air Force. Ironically it wasn’t the Germans he was escaping from 

but the Russians about to be given control of Poland. They certainly 

did for his brother Jan’s health in their forced labour camps. 
 

Barely more than a boy he left his family, and the life that he’d known 

for uncertainty and danger, and an unknowable future. What his par-

ents must have felt as he walked away, as the months passed without 

knowing what had happened to him, can only be guessed at.  As they 

experienced long years of oppression and suffering, followed by the 

Soviet regime after the war ended, they must have wanted him back 

even while being glad he had survived and was building a life else-

where. 
 

For out of danger came a new life and family. If it hadn’t been for the 

war I wouldn’t be here now.  His story is like many others from many 

other wars; ordinary people placed in extraordinary situations; deci-

sions leading them down a road they could never imagine; casual her-

oism or callous betrayal turning the course of individual histories. 
 

Remembrance Day makes us reflect again on the big questions of war 

and peace, right and wrong, and to reaffirm the big messages. If we’re 

honest we know the big questions have no easy answers; that the big 

messages are not straightforward. 
 

We know and affirm, day by day, that violence and war are wrong, are 

against God’s law; but we also know that some things are too precious 

to let go without a fight. Every conflict that has ever been contains 
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these contradictory elements and for thoughtful leaders presents a 

real challenge in knowing what to do. 
 

The society Jesus was born into had just the same issues. Slavery, 

oppression and war were everyday realities. Both his teaching and his 

life were uncompromising in rejecting violence, and indeed he himself 

fell victim to the people of violence. But his message to his followers 

was to use every means at their disposal to work towards God’s king-

dom of peace and harmony. His followers today are told to bring com-

fort and heal, to rebuild and mend, to bring people together. 
 

Today we make ourselves face the fallout of war, the continued pain 

and despair, the long tail of divided nations and people, the suspicion 

and hostility bred into generation after generation. But we also look 

for the signs of the Spirit working away unseen and unsung. 
 

As we remember with sorrow and gratitude those whose deaths se-

cured our safety we pray that the whole world may be brought into 

God’s peacable kingdom. 
 

Revd Jan 

 
Second Sunday before Advent 15 November 
 

This month is dedicated to God’s kingdom and remembering. We have 
already had All Saints, All Souls and Remembrance Sunday, and the 
theme continues into today being prepared for God’s kingdom even 
though we do not know when that will be. 
 

The Old Testament reading is full of fire and brimstone likened to a 
18th and 19th century preacher’s sermon, but the epistle is much soft-
er explaining that the darkness will not affect God’s people as they 
have been prepared for salvation not punishment. 
 
We have all heard of the parable of the talents before. This was a 
name for a sum of money but today we use it to mean a skill or gift. A 
talent was a very large sum of money worth 15 years wages for a 
slave, it must have seemed extraordinary for a slave to be given any 
money let alone this much. The Master must have been very sure of 
their trust and faithfulness. The first two servants invested the money 
wisely and managed to double the gift and their master rewarded 
them with promotion. It was obviously too much for the third slave to 
cope with and he just protected it. So he incurred the wrath of his 
employer by not using it to make more money and he was punished 
mercilessly. 
 

This seems very harsh but Jesus was using the analogy to our gifts 
and talents given by God, do we use them for good? Do we hide 
them? Do we just use them for ourselves? What should we do with 
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them and how do we recognise them. Well we all have something to 
give, it may be money that can be shared with charity, it may be that 
you are a good listener or a good friend to those who are in need. 
Some people use their talents in their job and choose to work in a ser-
vice orientated profession like teachers, ministers, solicitors, health 
workers etc. Or we may just do our everyday jobs with integrity and 
respect for others and always be honest and hardworking. 
 

The lesson is saying that we will be judged on how we have used our 

gifts to serve God and other people. Sometimes we don’t have the con-
fidence but others notice that we have a talent. So listen and give it a 
go, you never know where it will lead, ALM? Reader? Intercessions? 
PCC? Helping in any of the church’s work. Don’t be shy! We need help 
in many aspects of our church and community. Have a think how your 
talents might be put to good use. Good luck. 
 

Jan B 
 

Christ the King 22 November 
 

Some years ago a book came out called Models of God: Theology for 
an ecological, nuclear age. The author, Sally McFague argued that the 
images of God used in the Old and New Testaments emerged out of 
societies very different to our own. In particular she saw the use of 
images as King and Lord of the universe as drawing on a monarchical 
structure, where the King was in charge and everyone else just did as 
they were told.   
 

Almighty, omnipotent, all seeing, all powerful: a whole set of ways of 
thinking about God that underpins much of our theology. Sally 
McFague says in her book that it is entirely the wrong set of ideas for 
today’s world, not only for the way it views us as people of God but 
also for what it implies about the relationship between God and the 
created world. 
 

If we see God as an autocrat then he can do what he likes with his 
creation and people. It’s a good job we have the life of Christ to bal-
ance this picture out. For Christ the King is usually represented on the 
cross. Not on a throne or mighty stallion but on a cross. His words and 
actions show us a very different take on kingship. 
 

He is the king who shares his table with those the society of the day 
rejected. He is the king who laid hands on the diseased and infected. 
He is the king who sits astride a donkey to travel into his city.  He is 
the king who washes the feet of his court, his followers. He is the king 
who allows himself to be bound and tortured. He is the king who is 
executed on a wooden cross. 
 

It is on the cross that his kingship is shown most clearly, taking the 
sorrows of the world upon himself and bearing it all. But he is the king 
who is vindicated, who cannot be kept down by death. His death 
opens for the world a new way to God, a new way to the kingdom he 
inherits. 


